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« His honeſt ſoul was an unfolded book 1 — 


«« For all men to peruſe : his faithful tongue 
MN A rigid monitor to careleſs youth: 5 


% Honour and glory were his darling ebeme; 0 


. «© He ſcorn'd hypocriſy, and loath'd the man 2 
« Who would . his ruſt, or wrong his friend. : : 
$22), LADY BURRELL. * 
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youthful hope i is the inhabitant of the mind. 4 
years appear but as hours: : the ſeaſons tod ag = 
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ſwiftly in ſucceſſion return, though every. | 
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| one is productive of new pleaſure. In ſuch 
| a life ſo ſpent, in a ſtate of uninterrupted 
1 felicity, we take but little intereſt. It is 
| over the miſeries of life that we love to 
linger ; and (from what cauſe our philoſo- 
phers and moraliſts have not yet aſcertained) 
we find that mankind ſeem to take a ſtrange 
ſort of pleaſure in contemplating the miſ- 


_- fortunes of their fellows. 
„„ „ 


—— ³ w rr er — — f — 
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It i is . from this very propenſity 
that we may obſerve that the exiled Nobleſſe 
of France have, ever ſince thoſe dread ful 
tate convulſions of their country rendered 
E PF by them fugitives i in foreign lands, been more 
b particularly ſubje&s of notice and remark, 

: 13 25 than in the moſt proſperous day of that 
PF 88 deſpotiſm which beſtowed and 
E 8 their e This intereſt 


. 
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has been particularly excited in England on 


more than one account, and has been ex- 
tended in thoſe remote counties where A few 


years ago the inhabitants (as Mr. Barretti 


remarked) had no other idea concerning the. 


natives of France than that they lived upon 
frogs, and were the natural enemies of old 
England !—And, to the everlaſting honour 


of Britiſh philanthropy, be it remembered, 


that wherever (through the realm) thoſe un- 


fortunates have ſought a reſting-place, curio- 
ſity has only been indulged as a prelude to 
ſervices ; and few, very few, have heard the 


enormities of their fellow-ſubje&ts. mens 


tioned as a national reproach. 


} a” 


. Convitced that I can have no better auxi- 


liary to aſſiſt me in the following pages, 1 
ſhall invoke aid in the words of the moſt 


| intereſting writer France has ever produce A. 
B 2 | « «Je. 
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dc Je me livre a toi, * e 2 
« yeins, repandre ſur mes tableaux, ce demi 


teinte ſombre, qui plait à tous les cœurs 
e ſenfibles! Ne crains pas de les emouvoir: 


4 les larmes que tu fais couler, font aux 


0 ames tendres, ce que la roſèe eſt aux 


8 fleurs. De Florian. . 
| On the banks of the river Ribble, and at 
| no great diſtance from the town of Skipton, 
q in Yorkſhire, are extended the rich and 
KH beautifully diverſified domains of Somerſet 
5 Caſtle. the paternal manſion of Lord Somer- 
F 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
B 
* 


ſet, a Nobleman of the moſt amiable diſpo- 
 Gtion, and at the time this narrative com- 
: mences, in rather the decline of life. Near. 
four years a widower, he had the ſatisfaction 


of ſeeing female beauty and merit till pre- 
bee at his table, and in his houſehold, in the 
perſon 


+. he » "I 2 
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perſon of his only daughter, Miſs Delville 
(who was the perfect counterpart of her 
mother), and in his niece, Mrs. Powis, who 

had, ſince the death of her huſband, reſided 

entirely with her couſin, than whom (he was 

ſcarcely three years older. When his pro- 

feſſional duty, for young Delville (the only 
ſon of his Lordſhip) was in the Navy, per- 

\mitted Piercy to join his family, the caſtle 

| was the ſcene of dainettic revelry and heart- 
felt content ; and it was on ſuch occaſions | 
only that Lord Somerſet feemed to forget 
that he bad ever loſt a beloved and amiable 
wife. 


Tord Somerſet had ſpent his early, and 

many of his maturer years, in the Army: but 

at the commencement of the Americas — 
B 3 „ . 


5 SERENA. 
had retired from the ſervice. He did not 
approve the principles on which Great Bri- 
tain purſued that conteſt, and he would 
not therefore aid the cauſe with his ſword ; 
but when ſolicited to join the American 
5 party, he declared that he thought it would 
de the higheſt act of diſhonour to employ 
againſt his native country that military {kill 


which he had acquired in her ſervice. 


5 Sc No, = aid Lord Somerſet to the Ame- 
\Tican agent employed to induce him to 


Ls up arms in the ſervice of the Coloniſts, 
IE 1 1 will not fight in oppoſition to your 
- fortes, becauſe I think you have reaſon on 


your ſide ; but I will never turn my ſword 11 
againft the Prince who committed it to my 18 
hand for the defence of his privileges, and 


„ 


'8 MR the extenſion of his rights, 


325 —— 5 


« [ ſhall 


* 
* * 
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e T ſhall rejoice to hear that America has 
ſecured her own liberty but if ever the 
conteſt becomes ſuch, as that one of the 
contending parties mult be enflaved to ſe - 
cure the repoſe of the other, I ſhall j join the 


Engliſh forces, if poſſible, to ſubdue Ame- 


rica, I hope, however, there is no likelihood 


of matters being ever carried to that ex- 


tremity.“ 


At the time when the Revolution (which 
has diſtracted that unhappy country) com- 


menced, Lord Somerſet was in France, and 


felt a conſiderable portion of the enthuſiaſm 


which animated every true patriot at that 
period. He eſteemed the principle to be 2 
glorious, and the execution, at firſt, good. | 
With heartfelt ſatisfaction he joined in ſing- 


ing a requiem to the eternal repoſe of the 


14 


— * 
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- ſhade of Deſpotiſm, and exulted over the 
ruins of the Baſtile; but when the ſelfiſh 
deſigns of Duc D'Orleans (he who, 
amidft the affected humility of Citoyen 
; Egalite, cheriſhed a heart as cruel, a ſoul as - 
| deliberately depraved, and a head as proudly 
BZ enterpriſing as that arch deſpot, the immor- 
* tal Louis the. Fourteenth !) and other movers 
of the Revolution were unmaſked, he began 


to be diſguſted with beholding its _ 


— 
— 
* 


: Too ſoon the time arrived when the name 
| of liberty was proſtituted to juſtify every 
horror of anarchy, injuſtice, and cruelty ;— 


| A and Lord Somerſet fled from the wretched 


"thy 


3 


/ {cene of miſeries and crimes, convinced, in 


his own mind, that in any way to unſettle 


the government of a kingdom, was to ex- 
poſe it to ruin n and dcvaBtation. | 


"= | > es When, 


* 


So SERENA. 9 
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When, on his return to England, he heard: 


his diſaffected fellou- ſubjects bellowing for 


reform, and exclaiming againſt the exiſting, 
Government, he would always ſay— 
GED = 


„ grant you that State affairs might be 


better conducted : but how are matters to | 


be amended ? A change of Miniſters may 
produce, in ſome reſpects, a change of mea- 
ſures; but depend on it, that whoever 


holds the helm of State, will {till adhere to 
thoſe ſyſtems which to you appear oppreſſive, 


but which are the ſafeguards of miniſterial 


power. Time may effe& a reform ; but to 
attempt to enforce one muſt produce a 


ſtruggle, that would probably reduce Eng- 


land to the Rate of France, than which no- 
| thing can be more ſhocking to humanity, 
and more offenlive to common ſenſe to 7 


| * or juſtify. e 


0 123 y ” : _e 
Th % : 4 
My as a — mo, 2 


Agr ve 
CEE EEE EST 


5 
= „ 


* 
o 
£ 
Iz 
x 
2» 
= 
= 
. 
3 
D 
4 
A 
4 4 
* 
% — 
7 
7 
1 
„* 
1 
- 
2 
= 
by 
11 
2 
n 
. 


. 
WY" 4 
00 eee — 


I n — 
—— — — — — ISS 4 2 
— 5 4 

v 


5. oe 
r 
9 1 * «1 5 2s f i * 2 
4 1 3 % q * 
* 


—— 


————— — — 8 * be ——— — — 


ot 


* — — CE PP Re 
„„ 
* 4 * 


—— — 1 erratic eb 
265 4 000 —ñ AP + 


ODE i. I AAR eee 
> 8 — 
5 5 - 
* 8 „ 8 4 
5 8 125 \ % 3 © 
, 
G "8 8 
- a 7 
af 4 


10 SERENA. 


— Ä — 21 . 2 _ — 
PP ³˙¹ ůwö , — 
9 ; * * 5 , , Wo 5 L 
- 5 7 5 7 , ' 
FE od TE 1 * 4+, 
i . 8 
"EE * 
We; 4 -* 4 ” 3 
Re >" ; 
$4. 9 
* 
LN * 
3 , 
* 


With ſentiments ſo moderate, ha Sith 
ſuch determined opinions of his own, Lord 
Somerſet would perhaps have been better: 
pleaſed to ſee his fon quietly devote himſelf 


to domeſtic purſuits, and the acquirement of 


ſtudious knowledge; but as young Delville 
preferred the activity of a profeſſional life, 


his father would not oppole him: and when 


remonſtrated with by one of his moſt inti- 
mate and valued friends, on his permitting 


the young man to embark in a line of life 


that could only give additional ſtrength to 
fſcoſe prejudices that he knew him to enter- 
177 on, his Lordſhip replied— 


lt is true that Piercy's opinions are 


IF not quite ſo liberal as I could wiſh them to 
dez but from his earlieſt childhood I have 
inſtructed him to think for himſelf, and 

all 


| SEREN A- = 
am not now ſo unreaſonable as to find fault 
with him for practiſing the leſſons I myſelf 
taught him. In impreſſing his mind with a 
ſenſe of the many advantages of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, he has unluckily taken up the 
notion that no other can be equally good in 
another country ; and La Fayette is, equally | 
with Marat, by him devoted to perdition.— 
A time will, however, I have no doubt, ar- 
rive, when he will decide with more cool- 
neſs and moderation; for if his father's opi- 
nions were corrected in a military life, his 
may more eaſily be fo in a naval. To the 
ſailor 1t ſignifies not whether he ſerves a 
King or a Republic; —he tights againſt the 
enemies of his country alone ; to the ariſto- 9 
cracy of the Lords of the Admiralty he looks 3 ; 


for his orders ; and of the Monarch, except Y 


during the Royal Summer tour to, Wey= | 2 
und _ hears iow ans thinks leſs, = 


SER ENA. 


. ſoldier, on the contrary, 1s as much 
= _ obliged to adhere to the Monarch, under 
W , whoſereign he commences his ſervices, as to 


the cauſe of the country in which he ſerves ; 
_ he muſt ſpeak often of the Sovereign, and 
always with veneration ; and if it comes in 
the ſhape of an official order, prefaced with 
it is his Majeſty's pleaſure? he is to en- 
fanguine his ſword in the life-blood of his 
fellow ſubjects, whole perſons perhaps he 
s, and whoſe principles he in his hart 
reveres. You will tell me, I know, that an 
Officer is not dompelled to ſerve; that he 
al 3 may, when ordered on any duty repugnant 
to his ſenſe of right, reſign his commiſſion. 
It is true that he may; but when do we 
bear fuch 4 proceeding laid to the account 
of pinciple ? Is it not always attributed to 
baba And where is the © young man 
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3 


of noble ſentiments, who wil bear the 


thought of having ſuch a cha breathed 


againſt; him ? ory e n of og 


A . * 
: - & 


« That of Piercy's opinions which 
moſt diſpleaſes me, is regarding what he 


calls the feoiniſh - multitude —a principle ton 


much cheriſhed in Britain; and I ejoice 5 


that chance his ren li into the ſervice 


of Sweden, as he will there learn to think 
and to feel more like a man than he at pre- 


| ſent does.“ 


— 


But do you not think, my Lord, that 


his prejudices will be likely to be confirmed 
in a profeſſion where the human creature 1s 
certainly more of a machine than in 1 
other, and where the moſt deſpotic authos | 


rity is made uſe of, and abſalntely 
pecellary ©” et 


05 { * 
£3 . 
* * 
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- « No, my friend; Iam fully acquainted h 


with the heart of my boy! Tyranny, I 
know, he will never practiſe, and cruelty is 


abhorrent to his nature.“ 


The argument did not t terminate here ; ; 
but the various diſcuſſions of the ſubject 
would be unintereſting, and ſhould there- 


1 fore be omitted. 9 


— 


Mr. Delville therefore began his profeſ- 
ſional career in a Swediſh ſhip, where he ſoon 
became a moſt excellent and accompliſhed 
Officer; and procured from the King, as a 
' teſtimony of his approbation, a right to 


1 Wear the inſignia of the order of the ſword. 


= - Soon after war was declared by England 
= gant France, Sir Piercy, or rather the 
| Chevalicr 


SERENA. | 1 
Chevalier Delville, returned to his native 3 
country, and entered on board the Emo 

| and as he was in a ſhort time ordered to the 
Weſt Indies, he was there appointed a Lieus | 
tenant, and returning from thence, was, in 
ſix months afterwards, ſent with his ſhip on 

the Halifax ſtation. 


Somerſet Caſtle med to its * inha- 
bitants, to become abſolutely gloomy after 
the departure of Sir Piercy (who had'ſpent 
a month there previous to his ſailing for 
America) z and the ladies wandered about 
its extenſive improvements with languid in- 
attention to their beauties, ſince the belovell 
brother, the lively friend was no longer the ; 
companion of their walks. 1 

Mrs. Powis was of a diſpoſition keenly to ; 
feel the deprivation of amuling ſociety, more 
parti- 


8 
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— particularly f ſince ſhe had few reſources in her- 


4 5 36K elf. Placed in aboarding-ſchool at eight years 


| and taken from thence at ſixteen, tobe 
married to a man old enough to be her father, 
and to whom {he was perfectly indifferent, ſhe 


had no ideas of her own, farther than what re- 


garded her dreſs, for the elegance of which, 
| and the ſplendour of her jewels, ſhe loved to 


So ſi tuated, ith « gaiety of difpoſition 
nttle ſhort of levity, and a perfon and face x 
| univerſally eſteemed pretty, it may be ſup- 
poſed that Mrs: Powis had many lovers; 


- 
I 


= put her heart was net formed of very inflam- 
W able materlals, and her admirers only 


ſerved her as her ſport. With the moſt 
8 eaſe and natvete, ſhe' would ſome- 
times entertain her old huſband with the 
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flatteries of her young lovers, and aſk bicm if 
he was not aſhamed of having monopolized 


(@ much beauty before it mas preſented. 
the ww . 3 2 


NI. Powis was preciſely the kind of man 
on whom this ſort of rattling converſation; 


would make no diſagreeable impreſſion.— — 
He was perfectly convinced of the innocence 
of heart of his wiſe, and felt the ſame ſort 


of pleaſure in her gaiety that he would have 
done in the playful tach of a child of ve 
„ f ! rt fro rent oy 
The ſecond year after their marriage, Mr. 
Powis died, ſo perfectly fatisfied ' with the 
conduct of his Emily, that he left her the 
whole of his large fortune without any re- 


A e but chat ſhe ſhould, on 
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every affair of moment, conſult her mater- 


nal uncle, Lord Somerſet, and as often as 
poſſible be governed by his advice. 


Mrs. Powis had not been a. year a widow 


-when ſhe found arranging the buſineſs of a 
family, to which ſhe had never been accuſ- 
tomed, much too perplexing and fatiguing 


for her; and ſhe offered Lord Somerſet one 
thouſand pounds per annum, out of three 


7 left her by her late huſband, to permit her 
to live juſt as ſhe pleaſed in his houſe. Mrs. 


Powis certainly obtained her deſire; but whe- 
ther Lord Somerſet accepted the annuity, 


| or, It he did, what uſe he made of it, is of 
| little conſequence, and was not Known in 
the neighbourhood, 


5 


The fair widow was now perfectly happy; 


and her ſpirits were {till ſo extremely lively, as 
often 


sSEREN A. „ 
often to prove oppreflive to her gentle couſin, 
Miſs Delville, who, though three years 


younger in age, was at leaft five years older 
in underſtanding and prudence. | 


The perſon of Philippa.Delville would be 
beſt deſcribed by negatives, for there was no- 
thing peculiarly ſtriking in her appearance; 
but there was a ſomething in her manners 
inconceivably attractive. She had derived 
from Nature ſtrong ſenſibility, which it had 
been the conſtant care of Lady Somerſet 
(who died when her daughter was about 
fifteen) to teach her to keep under proper 
government; and the more ſo, as Lord 
Somerſet was by no means a friend to the 
indulgence of fine feelings, which he called 


romantic nonſenſe. . — . 1 


2 4 
1 


. 6 


Mi Delville poſſeſſed one of the moſt. 
| | benevolent of hearts, and a meek, unaſſum- 
ing ſpirit, which was, however, ſupported by 
A high ſenſe of honour, and a ſmall ſhare of 
family pride, which the conſtant contempla- 
tion of the characters of her father and bro- 


ther had given birth to. 


8 To this IP Philippa was particularly 
attached : ſhe venerated her father, but he 
_ almoſt adored him, and from the time of 
bis departure for Halifax, her ſpirits ſeemed 
totally depreſſed; but as ſhe ſeemed to wiſh 


to avoid obſervation, friendſhip could not 


| 2 $ Attempt to conſole her, 


Wt + "Mrs Mende at firſt attributed the 
i ' ejedtion of her couſin | to her fears for 


_- lite of an only brother ; but no ſuch 
1 _ 


; 2 3 
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grief had preyed on her ſpirits during his ſtay 
in the Weſt Indies : and Mrs. Powis was 
angry that ſhe ſhould be fo irrational toin- 
dulge apprehenſions for his ſafety, now that 


\ 


no apparent danger exiſted, 


— 


CHAP. II. 


ONE day, when Sir Piercy had been kene 
about ſix weeks, Mrs. Powis returned from 


a ſolitary walk in the garden (Which was the 


fartheſt extent of her perambulations), a as. 
entering the library, where the family uſually ; 
fat in a morning, ſhe found Miſs Delville juſt 
vitting down to her drawing, which, ho w- 
5 ever, | 
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"ver, ſhe ſeemed in no haſte to begin. An 
embreilen frame, which bad employed her 
couſin a part of the morning, ſtood beſide 
her, and on it lay a book, which it appeared 
ſhe had been reading, as A paper with one 


leaves. G 


pations, obſerved not the traces of uneaſineſs 
in the mind of Philippa) advanced to the 
frame; and as ſhe examined the work, ſaid, 


with an arch look, to her couſin 


=. . This orange- flower is poſitively very 
5 5 atura , and- thoſe pretty dew-drops, with 
| 4 4 ; ich you have been ornamenting its 
j | bloſſom, increaſe the effect amazingly,” 


of her ſhades of ſilk was placed between the 


| Mrs. Powis (who, in this variety of oceu- 
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Miſs Delville looked up, and tried to apꝰ 


| pear compoſed ; but ſhe felt her tears again 
beginning to flow, and bent her head down 


over her drawing. 1 


Mrs. Powis then took up the book that 


lay on the frame, and obſerving it was 
De F lorian's beautiful romance of Gonſalvo 


of Cordova— a BY 


c Gonſalvo !”? ſhe exclaimed ; adding, 


Ah! I gueſs what you have been about. 
But pray, my dear, have you been weeping 


over the tender woes of Zoraida ? Or are 


thoſe tears of ſorrow that no ſuch being is 


now to be found as my favourite hero, th 7 | 1 1 | 


generous Lara?“ 


Miſs Delville ſmiled a ſort 4 avowal 1 A 
the charge; and Mrs, Powis would have bh 
thought 


. +. x l 
' eo 797) 
$ . 


24 SERENA. 
| Shovght herſelf right in her etinjaftures, bad 


ſhe not diſcovered that the book in queſtion | 
was the firſt volume of the work. 


I I fee,” cried ſhe, laughing, © that my | 


r 
—— 2 — 20 
— 9 


fect Philippa weeps by anticipation, as I | 


am ſure ſhe found nothing very moving in 
tte hiſtory of the Spaniſh. Moors. But 
come now, I know what is the matter,” | 
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the continued, approaching Miſs Delville, | 
A - and ſtroking her check as ſhe ſpoke; papa | 
has been telling my pretty one that her new | 


Y 


French maſter is coming. Don't cry 
3 though, child; he ſhall not ſcold you, for I 

will ſtay in the room to protect you, pro- 
vided he does not take ſnuff, but the ſmell 
oY of that always makes me fick ; and I took | 
. an ar erſion to my French maſter at ſchool | W. 
=Y for no other reaſon 1 in the world.“ 
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. * believe,” ſaid Miſs Delville, ee Ae 4 
| Chevalier de Moldine is rather a + youngiſh 


up 

1 : ws 

"<a — 

8 ; 1 
bs” > A man. * 

3 

E. ge 


* 


&« A youngiſh man, Philippa! And pray 
how came you to know that ; + Vo have not 
been ſifting old Madame Dat er! 


ce No indeed, couſin. But if I ſhould 
retort the accuſation ——” | 


* x ' 1 . 5 * 117 57 2 A 
% 4 : : . VS 283 


* 


f 5 21. 


I ſhould plead guilty,” ict cterrupted 
| Mrs, Powis ; © for 1 have been aſking the 


good old governante ten thouſand queſtions 
. UOV- 


about him. She tells me that he | Is ; broth e 
and legal heir (if legality 1 was the faſhion in -— 2 


ref 

France) to the Count de Melanville, wl a.» 

| 21 30 22115 85 N 
Was guillotined in Paris about a a year a 3 
e 125 Der 


or crying ©, © Vive le Roi. —Is it not a ſhangs | 
thing, Philly,” continued ſhe, that thoſe | 


vor. . | C 


: 26 S ERA ENA. 


. men who. talk of women's wilfulneſs, and 
S: women 's Prating, cannot keep their tongues 


5 quiet, thougli they know their heads will 


pay * "7 


1 46 But what elſe did you hear of the Che- | 
| valier x e Miſs Delville. | | 


4e «Ob, very little,” aſs Mrs. Powis.— 


3 35 1 was not in a humour to liſten to the 
1 os family hiſtories that Madame Dacier was in- 
WW clincd to favour me with. I ſimply aſked if 


| he were young or old, handſome or ugly ?— 
She told me ſhe did not think he could be 
young, as ſhe had heard Lord Somerſet 


= S mention the Chevalier de Moldine as an in- 


5 " Limate friend, ten years ago. But ſhe con- 
+ chudes he is handſome, as his mother was a 


rags Abe 


le 


* 


5 SERENA. 


* © The poor Chevalier,” ſaid Miſs Delville,. 
fohing, « I ſhould ſcarcely ſuppoſe would 


have excited your curioſity ; . for good as | 7 3 
you are, you think but little of the miſeries 
of the unfortunate em! grants; ; and this one 


appears in too humble a ſtation to promiſe 


you even the amuſement of flirting.“ 


« am not fo certain on that point,” fad 
the fair widow, ſmiling, as a ſervant intro- 


' duced a gentleman, whom Miſs Delville 
Knew to be the Chevalier de Moline... e LE 


*.- e to be not much To. 3 
thirty ; but perhaps the dejection of his 


countenance, and a very dark complexion, - 


made him look clder than he N Was. 


His perſon, though not tall, was fiogularly 


elegant, and there 1 was ſomething e even. com- | 


\ 55 a 1 


> to Pra , 
1 e + 
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8 manding * dignified in his air. The na- 
tural expreſſion of his features was lively; 
but though a deep gloom ſeemed now to 
ö overſpread them, there was a {| parkling bril- 
liancy in his large black eyes, which ſtill 

| beamed ſpirit and intelligence, and even, at 
Wil times, flaſhes of gaiety. . 


* 2 


Such was the exterior of the Chevalier de 
Moldine, who, ſoon after his entrance, en- 
quired if it would be agreeable to Made- 
moiſelle Delville to begin their leſſons im- 
 mediately, 


Mis Deville, with the deepeſt bluſhes 
and evident reluctance, put Gonfalvo into 
bis! hand. 


4 Ah! hs ks EY « js it pollble that [ 1 


| Behold this charming book 1 in England 1 
"Ron 8 * 'You 1 


to the _ ſhe was going to begin. 


SERENA. 


« You did not then,” ſaid Mrs. Pale, . 
45 e ſo great a proof of judgment in 


Engliſh ladies 5 LS. ; 


” Pardon me, Madame,” returned the 
Chevalier; © I expected every thing from 
their judgment, though 1 confeſs but little 
from the . of their hearts. 5 


« You do not think, Chimes: then, 5 


that the Engliſh ladies have the moſt ſuſ⸗ 


ceptible hearts! in the world 1 


* 


Miss Delville, afraid, from this begin- & 
ning, that her couſin might carry the con: Bs 


* BS. Bos 


verſation rather too far, took the book from 70 
the Chevalier, in order to draw his attention 204 
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SERENA. 


The Chevalier coloured deeply ; he had, 
= 9952 moment, forgotten the inferiority of 


his preſent ſtation, and thought this action 
of Miſs Delville meant to rebuke him . 


e therefore made a fort of apologizing bow 


to Mrs. Powis for the liberty he had taken, | 
and opened a es that lay on the 
* 


The countenance of De Moldine was too 
| expreſſive, and Miſs Delville was too well 
| acquainted with the language of looks not 
to perceive What he thought; and ſhe felt 
all that oppreſſive awkwardneſs, which is the 
natural conſequence to a ſenſible mind, of 


d offered any thing like an affront, 
however unintentional, to the unfortunate. : 


She, however, 3 to read, but her 


confuſion cauſed her to make many miſ- 
= takes. 


SERENA. ; 31 
takes. The Chevalier, notwithſtanding, 
| eat perceived that ſhe was perfect miſtreſs 
of the language, and 15 with e 1 

” I 1 Madame, that no greater | 
| knowledge of F rench will be requiſite to 
your being perfected 1 in the. Italian, or rather 
to your iminediately commencing the ſtudy | 
of Spaniſh, 3 


Miſs Delville ſmiled alſo, but bluſhed as | 
ſhe faid ſhe believed ſhe had received ſuf· 
ficient inſtruction for one day. The ſweet⸗ 
neſs of her manner encouraged the Chevalier 
to fay— ** | | 


« Ah! 155 me a little longer to ins 5 
ſtruct you, ſince it is only i in doing fo mu 
I can have the pleaſure of being near you.” 

c4 . 


SERENA. 


_ He then added, in a graver tone, The 
n I have enjoyed during this laſt hour, 
bas made me almoſt forget what I am; and 
it had nearly eſcaped my recollection that 

when my viſits ceaſe to be au. they muſt 
be mne | | 
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ve * be fd this, he bowed profoundly, 
and haſtened out of the room. 
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28 - * Heigh-ho !” faid Mrs. Powis, * that i 

A cbarmipg young man, Philippa. But how 

could you treat him with ſuch frig igid reſerve 
| IN FM Dell 825 


n wes cf m7? \ "_ 
— — * . 8 — 2 4 
SORES £ 


i — 
— — 
43 ae 
"7 * 
5 * 7 


K ns prong . A A ep 9 err oy > 1 en 
d . pl 
ol 
: Wr 
—— ——— — — — oo o 
— ws 9” — 0 4 
— ̃˙— —˙ d WPI A . ß. Q Ions N. OE I EIS LEA; ͤßr — 3 2 
þ * t. 8 4 * 
8 re 
y yrs * 1 
#0, . ** 
* . "7% * 


> * 
— —äö— ä—ü 7872 
7 

4 


* Conſider, my dear Emily,” returned 
Mis Delville, „ that it has pleaſed my fa- | 
[; ; ” 5 ther to engage the Chevalier as my tutor; 43 | 
aan is not for me, unleſs authorized b: 
2755 wn 5 8 him 


3 SERENA. = 8 
him (however I may feel), to remove Mon- 
ſieur de Moldine from that line in which 
Lord Somerſet has preſented him to me.— 

I cannot treat him as an inferior; 3 1 muſt 
not behave to him as an equal; and 1 have I 
only the medium line left me, of ſhunaing, 


all converſation with him.” 


- You are very prudent, couſin,” faid” 
Mrs, Powis, with an air ſomething betwogn. 
pleaſantry and peeviſhneſs. 


. Emily,” returned Philippa, 
* do not pretend to it; but when what 
is right and proper appears erident to me, 
1 ſhould be 3 not to attend; 4 
toit.” | 


1 
5 74 84 
4 


4 AS. ſhe concluded theſe nw Link 5 
F Semen who * been 9 all the ex if 
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3 * SERENA. 

| part of the morning, entered the room, fol- | 
| lowed by De Moldine, whom he preſented to 
Mrs. Powis and his daughter, ſaying— 


* This gentleman, my dear children, is 
one of my particular friends, to whom I 
have the higheſt obligations.“ 


Mils Delville, in evident confuſion, 
bdluſhed, curtſied, and attempted to ſpeak ; 
while Mrs. Powis, who felt not the peculiar 


N delicacy of De Moldine's ſituation, in the 
ſame degree, ſaid, with alacrity— 
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My Lord, we have already had the 
honour of _—_ the Chevalier,” 


4 „„ OT. Ne 


e 


De Moldine appeared a little diſconcerted 
dt firſt; but immediately addreſing e 
po to Mit Delville—- | 

23: 1. « Fitherto,” 
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" Hitherto,” ſaid he, 85 Miſs Delville has. 
only ſeen her preceptor ; ; but. now, perhaps,. 
| when recommended by her excellent parent, 
ſhe. will permit me to conſider myſelf as one 
who may, without impertinence, claim the 
honour of being a candidate for her friend + 
ſhip.” EY; * 


# 


Charmed by the .ingenuous grace of his. 
manner, Miſs Delville rephed— | 

« Thoſe whom my father omni are 
juſtly entitled to my confideration ; but when 
particular merit affords: a double incentive 
to eſteem, it is moſt readily beſtowed, and 
the Chevalier de Moldine cannot fail of ob- 
. "Boa | 


From a compliment fo encouraging, cba 


Chevalier ſeemed to derive not N courage, | 
c 6 but. 


V1. 
but gaiety for the remainder of the day, 
Which he ſpent at the Caſtle ; he was lively, 

inſtructive, and amuſing : he even ſpoke 


. ö 


of his unhappy country with greater com- 


miſeration for its calamities than bitterneſs 


againfſt the authors of them; and when he. 


1099 his leave in the evening, he ſaid, 


i 3 Mis Delville, your Spaniſh 
tutor will attend you at the hour you ap- 


: pointed.“ h 3 / 


No, no,” cried Lord Somerſet, © I will 


have no more of this. It is really too wound- 


ing to my feelings to have my benefactor 


attending to teach my daughter any thing 
but eſteem for his virtues, and gratitude for 
bis ſervices to her father. Viſit us often, my 


3 Be, 3 dear 


s BREN AAA. 37 
FO Ravier, and always conſider me as a 
ue | | 


E he expreſſive countenance of the Che- 
valier glowed with animation as his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid this; but he was unable (though " 
Frenchman) to articulate his feelings; ; and 
preſſing the hand of his generous friend, he 
hurried away. 


As ſoon as he was gone, Lord Somerſet 
faid— _ "= Ol 


« I know not a more noble and benevo- 
ent ſoul than that of De Moldine: I wih 1 | 
could prevail on him to reſide entirely with 


92 


me. 


« ] would fain be informed; uncle,” faid b 
Mrs. Powis, now breaking a filence which 55 


= 
| the had almoſt uninterruptedly indulged 


SERENA. © 


for more than an hour, © what obligations: 


_ this young man has conferred on * to 


render you ſo grateful? 


« The tale will probably tire your pa- 
tience, Emily,” replied his Lordſhip ;— 
« but I will, notwithſtanding, relate it to 


my two girls, that they may admire my 
triend as much as I do.“ | 
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CH AP. III. 


2 Iris now above ten years ſince I formed 
a ſtrict intimacy with the Chevalier Louis 
de Moldine, uncle to the preſent Count de 
Melanville; for ſuch (though he does not 
aſſume the title) is my young friend. Louis's 
brother, the then Count de Melanville, was 
little known to me; and his ſecond ſon, 
Naxier, I had only ſeen once, when viſited 
the academy at Liege, where he was edu- 
cated, with his uncle. 1 


* 


* 


2 1 During my late reſidence in France, I 
did not ſee my friend Louis, as I, ,ut that 
— ans 


40 | SEREN As 
time, thought him wrong in adhering 
Royal party; and he condemned me tv. 
_ favouring that which, at the commencement 
of the Revolution, was. juſtly ſtyled the 
Patriotic. 

In the autumn of 1791 I found 
_ myſelf neceſſitated to quit the place where I 
had till then reſided, and enter Burgundy, 
where you remember [ had a ſevere illneſs; 


| : : but at the time I wrote you an account of 


8 my indiſpoſition, it would have proved the 
. Certain ruin of my generous young friend to 


mention him, as letters were by no means 


Ly 1. 


« Himſelf an exile from his native man- 
ſion, proſcribed, and dreading even to at- 
tempt ein that country in which his 


0 8 father 


T 75 
* 
* 


PDP 
father had been murdered his uncle, a man 
of above ſixty, impriſoned in the gloomy 5 
dungeons of nominal patriotiſm—and bis 
brother continually 1n danger of the guillo- 
tine, Xavier de Moldine loſt not ſight of his 
humanity. He diſcovered that a ſtranger 
lay ſick in the village near which he was con- 


cealed, and braving every danger, came 
to me. 


He found me delirious in a fever, un- 
able to inform him of the claim I might be 
thought to have on his kindneſs by my 
friendſhip for his uncle, My danger from 
the Government, as well as my diſtemper, 
was extreme: I had called myſelf a Swede, 

but, in the paroxyſms of my fever, I talked 


of a thouſand incoherent things in Engliſh, | 2 
My ſervant endeavoured to conceal. the 


knowing 1 | 


42 SERENA, 


knowledge of my country I thus betrayed, 
from the people of the houſe; but my in- 


ceſſant vociferation was neceſſarily heard by 


every perſon i in the dwelling, and Jontine, 
my ſervant, afraid of being himſelf involved 


in danger, fled, and left me.” 


«1 had conceived,” interrupted Mrs. 
Powis, that war was not declared between 
France and England at ſo early a period as 
1791. If ſo, how were you in danger? 


4 It is true, my dear,” his Lordſhip re· 
plied, © that we had not then abſolutely 
taken up arms; but nevertheleſs the Eng- 
Iſh were expoſed to perpetual inconvenience 
from ſuſpicion and impriſonment ; and 
many Britiſh ſubjects fell victims to the 


and jealouſy of our good friends, the 


was recalled. 


French, before Lord G— 
9 — - 


SERENA. 1413 
ee Jontine,” Lord Somerſet continued, 
left me to my fate. It was a propitious 
one ; for De Moldine became my guardian 
genius. Careleſs of his own ſafety, he at- 
| tended me with the moſt unremitting ten- 
derneſs. When I recovered, and he in- 
formed me of his ſituation, I entreated him 
to take advantage of the paſſport I had pro- 
cured for myſelf and ſervant to leave France. 
Jontine had deſerted me, and I tried to 
prevail on Xavier to aſſume the diſguiſe of 
his livery, to eſcape from the wretches Who 


＋ 


7 — 


« The courage And magnanimity of this 
young man were now to aſtoniſh me as 


were in purſuit of him. 


much as his humanity bad done. He re- bo 
fuſed to ecm pang me... 
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SERENA. 


„ „ Lam prolcribed, ſaid De Moldihe ;— 


© and thoſe who ſhould afliſt my eſcape, 
would be implicated in the guilt for which, 


if I am taken, I muſt ſuffer,” 


What quilt ” I — haſtily ; ; for I 
was furpriſed to hear him avow his being 


criminal. He replied— 


© The unpardonable crime of procuring 


for the amiable and unfortunate Madame 
* Elizabeth a ſmall quantity of laudanum, 
which the deſired to have, in the hope that 


ſhe might thence procure from ſleep ſome 
alleviation of her ſorrows. 


41 expreſſed my ip that he ſhould 


/ have been able to procure admittance to the 


| Royal ae but he would not tell me 
Dom, 


nn 4 


| how, as in that another perſon was in- 
vol ved“. But when I condemned him for 

putting the means of dying into the hands 

of a woman fo ſituated, 1 ſhall never forget. 

the look he gave me, wy more than his 
reply. 


When, ſaid Xavier, © I preſented the 
ſiſter of my Sovereign with the phial that 
contained above an ounce of laudanum, I 
had no more apprehenſions regarding the 
uſe ſhe might make of it, than if it had been 
ſimple water. J thought within myſelf, 
this is the ame heroic Elizabeth whoſe at- 
tachment to her brother has enabled her to | 
encounter ad evil of impriſonment, inſult, | 


. a circumſtance, I believe, genera ally known, not N 


Fan. a ” 


only that Madame Elizubeth procured the laudanum ben BY: 
confined in the Temple, but that the ſoldier, wnom ſhe ha& * 
prevailed on to purchaſe it, was guillotined for the offence. 
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Somerſet, 8 that he was not without hope of 


46 dnnn 
and apprehended death. Her ſoul roſe 


fuperior to ſelfiſh cares and fears in the hour 


of diſtreſs to thoſe weeping relatives that 
ſurrounded her; ; and will the Royal Eliza- 


. beth now poorly ſteal from a world where 
ſhe may be yet of ſervice to thoſe ſhe loves? 


or can her generous and elevated ſoul endure 


the idea of expoſing a wretched man, whom 


Pity has led to meet danger for her ſake, to 


certain death? No, it is impoſſible— Let, 
continued Moldine, * this little a& of kind- 


neſs was diſcovered by the cruel perſecutors 


of the Royal Family: I was unfortunately 


ſuſped ed to be the perſon who aſſiſted the 
Princeſs, and my life is in the moſt immi- 


nent danger,” 


« He further told me,” continued Lord 


ſoon 


SERENA. 45 


ſoon being enabled to leave France, and paſs 


aver into England. 1 found he was but 
ſlenderly provided with money; but though 
I could offer, and he wiſhed to accept pe- 
cuniary aſſiſtance from me, he dared not; as 
| the knowledge that he poſſefled a few Eng- 


> BE liſh guineas, or coin of any kind, would prove 
almoſt as dangerous to him as his ſervices to. 
) the unfortunate Elizabeen. 
. <« ] left France, therefore, alone, and re- 

S turned hither, where the pleaſure of meeting 

* Piercy and my two girls almoſt obliterated 

- Moldine from my memory. 1, however, a 
- fortnight ago diſcovered that be was in 


England, and wrote to him to invite him 
down hither, encloſing a trifling bank note. 
d By the next poſt he returned three-fourths 
of the amount of my bill, aſſuring me that 


* 5 
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what he had kept was as much as he could 
think of accepting, as it would ſupport him 
till he got into a way of earning his bread 
by teaching the French, Spaniſh, and Italian 
languages: he alſo declined my invitation. 
I knew his high ſpirit too well not to hu- 
mour, that 1 might ſubdue it ; and wrote 

him word, that fince ſuch were his plans, I 
wiſhed to engage him, at a ſettled falary, as 
tutor to my daughter, and without much 
difficulty prevailed on him to come down to 
the country. 0 — 


elt was at his particular deſire that I was 
out of the way this morning when he came 
to give bis firſt (and Tam determined it ſhall 
be his laſt) leſſon. If you chuſe to learn 
; | Spaniſh from him, he muſt teach you ins the 
ſame manner that Piercy tried to make vou 
. aequainted with Swediſh.“ . | 
Lord 


SERENA, a 49 

1 9 Lord Somerſet concluded. Miſs Delville 
had heard his relation with all that bene vo- 
lent pleaſure which a generous mind re- 
ceives from the certainty that it has con- 
genial ſpirits in exiſtence. Had ſhe been 
one of thoſe perſons who weep over every 
intereſting tale, ſhe had heard this with 
emotions that would have drawn torrents of 
tears from her eyes; but ſhe could not ex- 
preſs what ſhe felt, and ſo continued filent 
long after her father ceaſed to ſpeak. 


Not ſo Mrs. Powis.—She declared ſhe 
had never heard of fo great a hero as De 
Moldine, or more properly, the Count de 


Melanville, ſaying, balf gaily— 


* have heard of great deeds performed 
by men when inſpired by the amor patriæ, 
vol. 1. S2 ẽ wö0 
\ 
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and when animated by love ; but that gen- 
tle, unclaimed duty ſhould prompt a man 
to encounter all the formidable dangers of 
the National Convention—that benevo- 
lence, unaided by previous friendſhip, ſhould 
enable its poſſeſſor to brave the dread of 
diſcovery, and the horrible evils that would 
have attended it—Oh this was being more 
heroic even than my long admired Lara !— 


I wonder if he is as inſenſible, for I fee he 


wears the Croſs of Malta.“ 


ou are miſtaken, Emily,” faid Lord 
Somerſet. — The little croſs which Xavier 
wears, is that of St. Louis: it once belonged 
to the late Louis Setze, and was preſented 
to him by Madame Elizabeth. As the 
order is now extinct, he does not (cruple to 
wear it; though (not withſtanding he wy 


. entitled to the Croix) he never obtainegit. * 
7, Lord 
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Lord Somerſet then aſked his daughter 
what ſhe thought of the conduct of the 


young Count ? 


That it is above praiſe,” replied Miſs 
Delville, immediately retiring to her own 


] am glad ſhe thinks ſo,” cried Lord 
Somerſet, throwing the book he had hitherto 
been playing with down upon the table, and 
riſing to traverſe the room, © I am glad 
ſhe thinks ſo, very glad.” Then approach- 
ing Mrs. Powis, cloſe to whom he took a 
ſeat, and ſeeming ſcarcely to know that he 

was moſt carefully ſpreading the netting ſhe 
| was about upon his knee, he added,— 
N othing, my dear Enuly, could give me 


* D 2 as 


3 much pleaſure as to Know that Philippa @- 
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had a proper ſenſe of the merit of the Count 
de Melanville. He is a noble fellow ! I al- 
ready conſider him as a fon; and only your 
happy marriage, or Piercy's, could give me 
equal pleaſure with beſtowing my girl and | 
forty. tho ſand pounds on this young 


Frenchman.” 
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Pray,“ enquired Mrs. Powis, with an 
arch ſmile, though ſhe was more than half 
ſerious, © would not your niece, with three. 
thouſand a year, do exactly as well to re- 
ward the virtues of this Lara ?” 


— 


„ No, Emily,” replied his Ifordſhip ; 
| <« ſhould rather think it incumbext on me 
to oppoſe your marrying Melanville. In 
diſpoſing of my daughter, I have no one to 


conſult, except my ſon but you are a acre 
truſt 
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truſt bequeathed to me by my late friend, 
Mr. Powis, and I ſhould not think myſelf. 
juſtified in countenancing you to beſtow the 
eſtate he left you on a man of no fortune.” 
And ſo,” cried Mrs. Powis,” 6e becauſe 
] happen to be left in that fortunate ſtate of 
aftluence which puts it in my power to diſ- 
regard every intereſted ſentiment but the 
one that would lead me to make myſelf | 
happy, I muſt not think of marrying any 
man to whom my fortune would bring any 
great increaſe of comfort and felicity? No q 
I muſt add one to the number of thoſe who 
have given proofs of the juſtice of the 2 


verb“ Much would have more ! * 


« You miſtake me, my dear Emnily,” faid 


Md Somerſet, the morifent the almoftf*: 7 5 


D2 <p peeviſh, | 
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peeviſh yolubility of his niece would give 
him leave to ſpeak ;—* you well know it is 
not my wiſh, if it were in my power, to con- 
troul you. I moſt heartily deſpiſe thoſe 
who, when they poſleſs a ſufficient number 
of thouſands to procure them every elegant 
comfort, will coldly ſeck for an equivalent 
to their fortune in the perſon to whom (ſuch 
is the cant of the world) they give their 
affections. — 


A ſervant at this moment coming in to 
lay the cloth for ſupper in the library, 
the converſation was brought to an, abrupt 
concluſion ; but it had made a ſtrong im- 
Preſſion on the mind of Mrs, Pois. 

I To lay any reſtrictions on the will of a 
5 woman, is to give her an inclination to break 
1 them g 
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them; but the moment ſhe is directly or 
indirectly warned of any danger, ſhe never is 
at reſt till ſhe has diſcovered its full extent: 
and, like the curious obſerver who ap- 
proaches too near the crater of a volcano in 
order to aſcertain its preciſe degree of dan- 
ger, the ſometimes goes ſo cloſe to the flame, 
that it is not without many ſcorches that 


ſhe eſcapes being entirely conſumed. 


From this time the Count was a con- 
ſtant viſiter at the caſtle. It ſoon became 
perfectly evident to Lord Somerſet that 
Miſs Delville was the magnet of attraction 
to the young F renchman ; and his Lord- 
ſhip even fancied he could diſcover (through 
all his efforts) his ſtruggles to conceal his 
ſentiments, or to fly from the ſpell that 
ſeemed every moment ready to draw him 


D 4 | into 
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and generoſity. Maſs Delville, in the mean- 


* the Spaniſh language, and had even acquired 
ſome. knowledge of the Mooriſh tongue, 
with which, during a five years“ reſidence i in 
Spain, the Count had become familiar, 
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into a violation of his high ſenſe of honour 


time, was become almoſt perfect miſtreſs of 


SERENA. | = 


CHAP. IV. 


SEVEN 8 had ſtolen _—_ away 
ſince the departure of Sir Piercy for Ame- 
rica; and during that time, neither the 
maſter of Somerſet Caſtle, his daughter, or 
his niece had ever felt any deſire to viſit 
the metropolis. Contented with the con- 
ſtant ſociety of the Count, and the occa- 

fional viſits of their country neighbours, - 
they deſired not to leave Somerſet Caſtle.— 
They were, however, beginning to expect 
an addition to the circle within its walls 1 
1 1 ' Sir , 


» * 3 p 
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Sir Piercy, when Lord Somerſet received the 


following letter from him :— 


London. 
e Returned, after much too long an 


| abſence, to my native country, I ſhall, in 
a few days, embrace my father, Philippa, 


and Emily. I ſhall claim a renewal of all 
kind tenderneſs for wylelt, and ſtill more 


for the fair creature I mean ſhall accompany 
me. I bring you, my Lord, a ward to 
Philippa and Emily a friend and ſiſter. — 
. lovely charge is not unworthy of thoſe 
titles. She is the daughter of a gallant Sub- 
altern Officer, who loſt his life ſome weeks 
before her birth on the plains of Still Water, 
and is the ſiſter of a man, who, for fiſteen 
years, was un wearied in his duty as a Lieu- 
l 3 . tenant 
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N tenant in the Britiſh Navy. For more than 
two years he had lingered in the | ainful per- 
formance of that duty, from the conſequences 
of a wound received in the ſervice of his 
country on pain, inconvenience, and even 
on death the heroic Hennington could 
ſmile ! But the idea that his Serena was 
poor, and would be, at his deceaſe, unpro- 
rected, was too much for even the gallant _ 
ſpirit of my noble friend to endure with 


fortitude. 


Could I, my Lord? (I appeal to your 
own generous heart)—could I feel conſcious 
that only ſplendid proſpects in life awaited | 
myſelf—that I was bleſſed with a parent 
who never yet checked any benevolent im- 
| pulſe of my heart, and not relieve my friend 
trom his agonizing anxiety for the fate of his 
| D 6 filter ? 


60 SERENA. 


iter "A promiſed, ſolemnly 8 to 
become her guardian and protector; and 
let the conſequence be what it may, I will 
A - - adhere to my engagements. But the female 
E character is too ſacred to be expoſed by my 
| being the ſole guardian of Miſs Hennington; 
and to you, my Lord, unleſs you decline 
the office, 1 ſhall confide her. She is beau- 
tiful, artleſs, and unhappy; and I know that 
© thoſeare ſufficient claims on your kindneſs 
and that of my dear good girls, whom 1 hope | 
in a few days to ſee, to introduce Serena, and 
.to aſſure them how much I am their affec- 


| 8 
"WB Bovate brother, 


© PIERCY DELVILLE.”” 


— —  — 


== How "RE in my ſon ! * exclaimed 


Lord Somerſet with emotion, as ſoon as he 
3 : + } -had 
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had peruſed the letter, throwing it on the 
table.— See, my dear girls, what an acqui- 
ſition you are going to receive from my noble 
Piercy; and tell me, is not that parent 
happy whoſe ſon writes to him as mine has 
done to me? Confident in my honour, and 
affection for him, he does not deſire me to 
give my ſanction to his performing his pro- 
miſe, but calls upon me, as a man, to aid 
him in his generous taſk !—Philippa, Emily, 
Miſs Hennington mult be as a ſiſter to you 
both.” | 


So delighted was the good old man with, 
the proſpect of receiving his new gueſt, that | 
he would ſcarcely give Miſs Delville time to | 
read her brother's letter, before he burried | 2 


her away to give orders for the proper ac: oY 


commodation of Miſs Hennington ; ; nor 4 


could = | 
a * 


— 
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could be enjoy a moment's repoſe till aſ- 
ſured that her apartment was in perfect 
readineſs to receive her. Vet, notwithſtand- 
ing all this impatience of preparation, it was 
not till the evening of the fourth day from 


the time Lord Somerſet received the letter 
of his ſon, that the carriage, which had been 


ſent to meet Deville, drove up the avenue 
> the caſtle. 


His Lordſhip, with Philippa and Mrs. 


Powis, whole curioſity had led her to exert 
=Y herſelf in walking, met it at ſome diſtance 
from the houſe, and were delighted when 

Sir Piercy, ſpringing from it, embraced them 


all, and ſeemed, for a moment, to forget his 
fair ward, who would not have been diſ- 


covered to bei in the chaiſe, had not a part of 


* habit hung out of the door. Lord 


Somerſet, 
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Somerſet, inſtantly recolle&ting himſelf, ad-. 
vanced towards the carriage; but Sir Piercy 
prevented him, and himſelf afſiſted Miſs 
Hennington to alight. She was greeted 
with a moſt joyful welcome from all parties; 
but the mild and affectionate ſalutation of 
Philippa ſeemed to give peculiar pleaſure to 5 
Delville on the part of his fair charge. As 
they walked towards the houſe, he made 
each of them take an arm, and ſeemed im- 
patient for their friendſhip to commence.— 
Mrs. Powis had now (as, with Lord Somerſet, a 
ſhe followed them) an opportunity of ſatiſ· 
fying her curioſity by examining the perſon 
of the ſtranger. Her figure was tall, ex- 


tremely ſlender, and, though ſhe ſtooped a 4 
little, perfectly graceful. Her hair was long, pi J 


dark, and gloſſy, and being without 


ponder, was let to hang Jooſe over her 8 


Woulen, 


: ſhoulders, and down to the waiſt of per plain 
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black riding-dreſs. ta the few moments 
that had elapſed between her leaving the 


5 carriage, and the party moving forwards, 
Mrs. Powis had alfo remarked that the caſt 
of her features was perfectly Grecian, and 


might, from their fair paleneſs, be miſtaken 


for white marble, had it not been for the 


low even eyebrows, and the long black eye- 


laſhes, that ſeemed to reſt on her cheeks. — 
At the moment ſhe had been ſaluted by her 


new friends, ſhe had undrawn thoſe fringed 


curtains, and diſcovered a pair of large ſoft 
eyes of the darkeſt hazle ; and the faint 


colour that then ſtole over her countenance 
made the obſerving Mrs. Powis pronounce, 
that Miſs Hennington would be perfectly 


beautiful if ſhe bad but a complexion, and 
Hooked a little more alive. { 


— 


In 


= 
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In truth, the lovely Serena ſeemed ſcarcely 
to be more than in exiſtence. Fixed in the 
expreſſion of deep and miſerable ſorrow, her 


features had none of that lively play that 
renders thoſe of youth i in general ſo amuſing 


* 


and intereſting; and, notwithſtanding tlieir 
perfect formation, there ſeemed a ſomething 
| wanting to moſt beholders. In general ſhe 
was thought to want animation, but there 
were perſons (and Miſs Delville amongſt the 
reſt) who preferred the patient melancholy : 
of her aſpect to the moſt brilliant e a 
ſion of ſpirit or e. HE "IA 2 


When the * were aſſembled in ; hi 
drawing - rbom of the caſtle, Lord Somerſat, 
who had placed himſelf beſide his guet, „ Oh. 4 
deavoured, with * moſt nee poſi the. bh 1 3 


Ul 
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- liſtened with ſweetneſs, and her accents in 
replying were ſoft and harmonious ; but 
her words were few, and the ſighs that 


would, ſpite of her efforts, eſcape her, were 


deep and frequent. f * 


Delville whiſpered his ſiſter that Miſs 
Hennington would wiſh to retire early, and 
Philippa inſtantly offered to ſhew her the 
apartment deſtined tor her. 


As they were leaving the room together, 
Sir Piercy followed them, and faid to his 
ward 


= Serena, you will return hither no more 


Ne "ER ; 
—y* * oy 


. his Ft, * \ 


5 


6 « Not if Miſs Delville will excuſe wi re- 
tiriog, and permit me now to take my leave 
of his Lordſhip and Mrs. — 

1 WS Sor, | «Do: 
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1 « Do not mind good nights,” ſaid Miſs 
Delville, kindly ; “ you are fatigued, and I 

will apologize for your leaving our family 


circle.“ 


Miſs Hennington bowed her thanks, and 
was departing, when Sir Piercy reproach- 


1 


fully reſumed 


60 Am I to be deprived of my privileges, 
Serena, becauſe you have found other tender 
ra” 


Miſs Hennington raiſed her eyes to his 
face, and, with a ſmile of more ſweetneſs = 5 
than gaiety, preſented him her hand, ſaying, 1 | 

* Good night!” with a fervency that | 
made it appear like a mo = 
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00 Good nicht aft repeated Sir Fietcy,— 
Co Good night, dear Serena !” and returned 


E: "to the ſofa where his aner was . 1 
ce — ward, Piercy,” i Lord 1 
| Somerſet, « is the moſt beautiful creature 1 
ever . * 
5 F 
6 She js very like her broth.” returned 0 
beni, fghing. * 
SY 5 « Have you known her dong py enquired 
"bis Lordſhip ; * you ſeem familiar with 7 
ber.“ 5 
5 40 © Almoſt two years, my” Lord. 1 firſt 
| m net ber at Jamaica.” 8 * 
0 Then I wonder you never mentioned fa 
* when you were laſt at home,” rejoined it 


te Peer. 
ec have 


Us 
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„I have ſeen many beautiful women, 


whoſe names I never thought of repeating,“ 
ſaid Delville.—“ It was only when N 
nate hat * became peculiarly in- 


tereſting.“ 


TAS 
* 


« Alas! Piercy, I fear that is a claim 


poſſeſſed by too many of our officers' orphan 


daughters. But perhaps Miſs Hennington 


has been fi ingularly unfortunate ?”? 


\ 


Delville, 


Had Lord Somerſet 1 ſpeaking to any 
other young man than Sir Piercy, he would 


perhaps have hinted that the griefs of the 


fair Serena appeared magnified above real- 78 SY 
ity to the IG that admired her; but bis | 


Lodi 
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« She has indeed, Sir,” anſwered. 7 
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| Lordſhip knew his ſon too wall: to doubt 
that if he loved Miſs Hennington, he * 


have declared it at once. 


Mrs. Powis, however, made the implica- 
tion by ſaying, She is certainly ſingularly 


handſome.” 


„Her charms, Emily,” returned Sir 
Piercy, gravely, have not much weight 
with a man who has no view to poſſeſſing 


them.” 


Mrs. Powis was difkatisfied with the cold- 

þ vel of Delville s manner. She had ſettled it 
in her own mind that her couſin muſt be in 
love with his ward, and was almoſt diſ pleaſed 

5 en for not being ſo. 


[? 


Emily 
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Emily Powis was one of the Fer J 
(or it might as well be called the fraternity) ) 
of maich-makers, and ſhe had of late been 
peculiarly unlucky: ſhe had projected a 
match for herſelf with the Count de Melan- - 
ville, and the cruel Count had ſlighted her f 
for her couſin; but Emily Powis loved not 
Philippa the leſs for the diſappointment ſhe 3 85 
had occaſioned her, probably becauſe Phi- 9 
lippa ſeemed heedleſß of her conqueſt. Te 


When Miſs Delville returned to the 
drawing-room alone, Lord - Somerſet. en- 
quired for their gueſt. She mentioned her 
defire of being excuſed from attending ſup- 
per, and added, Miſs Heaningyon' | 1s by 
no means well.” | 


Miſs Delville ſpoke to her father, but ſlie 
looked at her brother with much — L 
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in her countenance, and almoſt immediately 


ww 


ſtrolled into the adjoining library. Thither 
Sir Piercy followed, entreating to be told 
What was the matter with Serena. 


ee know not,” replied his ſiſter. “ She 
+ appears to ſuſfer extremely from ſome poig- 

nant ſorrow, which, if ſhe ſtruggles thus to 
: ſuppreſs, will ſhake her delicate frame to 
atoms. She has been almoſt in hyſterics 
ever ſince we left the room. I with you 


would ſee her.” 


Poor Serena ! No, Philippa : her for- 
rows lie too deep to admit of any conſola- 


tions but thoſe of time.” 


« * But this violent Ns 


| M. 8 Dewile was interrupted by Sir 
Piercy. 


15 Philippa, 


2 * 
* 
— 
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ee Pulle l it 15 ſcarcely a month ſince ſhe 


loſt an only brother!“ 


There was an evident appeal to the feel- 
ings of Philippa in the words of Delville: 
ſhe fancied they were meant to accuſe her 
of indifference, and could not reſtrain her 


tears. There is nothing more cruelly 
wounding to a ſenſible mind than to find 
its attachment doubted by the object of its 
utmoſt tenderneſs; and Delville was to his 
ſiſter the deareſt and moſt perfect being in 
exiſtence. He obſerved her emotion, and 
lamented having cauſed it. This ſeemed 


ſtrange; for Sir Piercy never ſaid any 
thing that he did not think juſt, and never 
apologized to any perſon for what he con - 
ceived merited. He, however, adviſed Miſs 
Delville to leave her gueſt 1 in uninterrupted | 
repole for that night, 2 
TO x" 2 «© You 
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cc You muſt conſider,” ſaid he, that 
ſhe has had a long journey, and her ſpirits, 
as well as her perſon, are fatigued. To- 


morrow we ſhall ſee her more compoſed.” 


Miſs Delville replied Probably gh? and 


the converſation ended by their both re- 


turning to tlie drawing room. 


The morrow came, and Miſs Hennington 
was more compoſed, but not more cheerful, 
On this day the Count de Melanville was 


introduced to Serena and Sir Piercy. 


When preſented by Miſs Delville to the 


former, he ſeemed {urprited, and ſaid 


on the point of faluting this My 


ce Perhaps 


SR A. Ig 


ce Perhaps you have met before 2 Ev. 
marked Mrs. Powis. 


« No, Madam. The perſon whom Miſs 


Hennington ſo much reſembles was g mar- 


ried lady.” 


After the.Count had been firſt named to 
her, Miſs Hennington did not look up, or 
appear to hear what was aid 3 but Sir 
| Piercy meaſured Melanville with his eyes 
whilſt he was ſpeaking, and ſoon afterwards | 
offered to walk with him in the parks and | 
we left the houſe together. 


They returned in about two hours . and 
from that day a friendſhip ſeemed clolely - 
cemented betwixt them. The ſtudies of N 
Miſs Delville were ſuſpended | while 


4 
X's 


1 96 SERENA. 


De Melanville took long walks with her Ins. 
ther, from which, however, neither of them 
were ever obſerved to return in good ſpirits. 
This was not ſo perceptible in the Count as 
in Sir Piercy: the former had never ap- 
poeared very gay ſince his reſidence in the 
= neighbourhcod of Somerſet Caſtle ; but the 
| 3 3 latter had, till his laſt arrival there, been one 
3 of the moſt lively, volatile creatures in ex- 

| iſtence : he was now as remarkably grave, 
and was never ſeen to ſmile, though he was 


often heard to ſigh. 


Mrs. Powis ſagely pronounced that her 
couſin Piercy was in love; but with whom 
5 ſhe could not divine. Had it been with the 

penſive image of melancholy, Mus Henning- 

ton, there would, ſhe thought, be no cauſe 


for bis defection; ſince, if ever the counte- 
| nance . 
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nance of Serena wore even an attempt at a | 
ſmile, it was when he addreſſed her. With 
whom then could it be? Mrs. Powis con- 
ſulted Philippa, but ſhe could only aſſiſt her 
with conjecture ; and ſhe was not always 
willing to lend the fair widow even her 


attention, 


Mrs, Powis was not the only perſon in 
the caſtle to whom the change in Sir Piercy's 
diſpoſition occaſioned ſurpriſe. Lord Somer- 
ſet had obſerved him of late with the moſt 
ſcrutinizing attention, only to be every day 
more perplexed than the laſt. That Del- 
ville loved Serena, he thought beyond a 
| doubt ; but wherefore ſhould he affect 
filence and concealment ? Loid Somerſet 
might have known by making an enquiry ;. 
but he had never yet demanded the confi- | 

5 E33 wmrñͥ dence © 
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dence of his ſon, and he would not, on this 
occaſion, begin. To Serena, of whom he 
was become extremely fond, he often ſpoke 
of Delville, with a view of diſcovering her 
ſentiments. She apparently declared them 
with the utmoſt ingenuouſneſs, but ſhe 
avowed only the moſt enthuſiaſtic gratitude 
and the trueſt friendſhip; yet there was 
more of love than any other ſentiment in 
her eyes when they happened to meet his, 
and on ſuch occaſions Lord Somerſet re- 
marked that ſhe conſtantly bluſhed. 
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'CHAP. v. 


WIIEN Miss Hennington' had been 
about three months an inmate of Somerſet 
Caſtle, a little incident occurred that made 
a conſiderable impreſſion on ſome of the 
members of the family, and produced ſome | 
ſcenes not of the moſt agreeable nature. 
One evening that Lord Somerſet, Delville, <4 
and the three ladies were ſitting in the 
library, Mrs. Powis happened to leave the _ 
room for a few moments, and, on her re- 
turn, took up a pocket handkerchief that 


= LETT 
lay upon the floor, enquiring who had 
dropped one. No perſon anſwered, and 
ſhe brought it over to the light, to ſee whe- 
ther it bore any mark by which ſhe could 
diſcover the owner, 
| The initials S. D. were worked in hair in 
dne of the corners. Mrs. Powis repeated 
the letters, adding, © It does not belong to 
any of us; whoſe can it be? 
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Sir Piercy took it out of her hand, and 
having looked at the mark, handed it acroſs 

the table to Miſs Hennington, faying, 
. Serena, I believe it is your's,” | 


She bluſhed very . as ſne received 


| 

| ir, and or it into her pocket, 
| 

E- 


Not the ſlighteſt word or look during bh 
this trifling tranſaction had eſcaped the 4 
penetrating eye of Lord. Somerſet, but he 


made no comment on, it at the time; por 
did he intend to take any notice of it till the 
next morning, when the lateſt conjectures 
of Mrs. Powis being, by the affair of the 
handkerchief, become certainties, ſhe im- 
parted them to her uncle; and the conſe- 


quence was, his deſiring to ſee Sir Piercy. for 


a few moments alone in his ſtudy. 


*: 


Delville entered the room with an air af. 


much diſcompoſure, and ſat down without 


ſpeaking, | 2:3, 


Lord Somerſet was walking about the * 
room with a newſpaper in his hand, which 
he affected to have been reading, though he 
LEY _ 


x4, 


* * by 
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6 was a” total ſtranger to the intelligence i it 
contained. 


* Piercy,” ande. my Lord,“ were the only 
words pronounced for ſeveral minutes. —At 
- length his Lordſhip began— 


tc Piercy, you muſt be conſcious that I 
never yet aſſumed the authoritative tone of 
a father in ſpeaking to you, and I do not 
mean it now; but I ſhall expect you will 
ſatisfy my doubts on certain ſubjects, as a 
friend. You know that in a few days I 
muſt'go to attend my Parliamentary duties 3 
but I cannot leave you here alone with my 
girls, without knowing upon what terms you 
remain. I have ſtrong reaſons to ſuppoſe 
that you are married, and I now demand if 
© 2 be really the caſe?” . 


« Suffer 


SERENA, 


1 Suffer me, my Lord, to enquire what 
are your reaſans for ſuch : a ſuppoſition.” | 


% 2 


cc My own obſervations,” replied his 15 


Lordſhip, « and not only that, but your 


late conduct towards Miſs Hennington.” 


7 
= * 


« Miſs Hennington, my Lord!“ inter- 


rupted Delville. . 
_ « Serena Delville then, Piercy ! i 
© My _ I know no ſuch perſon.” 


* Good God, Delville, how you perplex 


me !” cried Lord Somerſet ; adding,“ Is not 
Serena your wife 2” 


No, my Lord; by Heaven ſhe is not!“ 


\ 
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. 1 young man. 
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& Do you mean to marry her £ 7 enquired 
his ps. 


e That is a queſtion, Sir, that I cannot 
anſwer,” * 5 


„ Why not, my ſon?“ 


« Becauſe it depends upon circumſtances.” 
„know that it muſt depend upon the 
ſentiments of Miſs Hennington ; but can 


vou be ſtill a ſtranger to thoſe?“ « 


% » 


6e Partly, I believe, Lam,“ anſwueredt the 


5 8 Tell: me e fincerely, Delville, do you not 
4 ore her?“ 


« J will 


Urner . a. 


though there might be virtue in a denial 
J love her more than my own ſoul.” D 


ce And you naturally wiſh that ſhe mould | 


feel a return of the ſame ſentiments ?” 

5 

« Do you eſteem Nature to be an uner- 
ring guide?“ 

| | | e 

Lord Somerſet was aſtoniſhed at the 

queſtion; but he replied, When accom- 


panied by Virtue, the path ſhe | purſues E: 


is certainly the one to happineſs,” s 


« My Lord, you are miſtaken ; Nature 


and Virtue together lead not to the gate of 


felicity ſuffer the former to be your guide, 5 
and pleaſure awaits you; fetter her with 
; 5 | the 
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6 J will not deceive you, my Lord, 
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the company of Virtue, they diſagree about 
the path, and miſery overtakes them. 
Nature preſents me with her faireſt work, 
and commands me to love ! Virtue is the 
ſource and object of my paſſion ! yet Virtue 
forbids its indulgence ; nay, ſhould ſhe do 
otherwiſe, ſhe ceaſes to inſpire the ſentiment 
| ſhe would cheriſh. Can thoſe then be 
unerring guides? My Lord, they are not.— 
No two warring ſentiments can therefore be 


both the proper guides of man.” 


Dede ile was continuing, when Lord: 
© Somerſet entreated him to be ſilent ; but he 
did not himſelf take up the argument, He 
was entangled in a train of thought from 


Which he could perceive no means of extri- 


e cating himſelf, or connecting his ideas. 
Lord net poſſeſſed one of the beſt and 


cleareſt 
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cleareſt underſtandings; but he was unaccuſ- 
tomed to the petulant ſophiſtry of young 
men, and when once involved in an argu- 
ment with them, he generally loſt himſelf— 
He was perplexed by ſyſtems whoſe abſur- 
dity he deſpiſed, and borne down by a 
torrent of words, to which he could annex 
no meaning; and though he was uncon- 
vinced, was frequently obliged to own him- 
ſelf vanquiſhed, becauſe confuſed, 


The ſteward of his Lordſhip juſt now 
making his appearance, with an account 
book under his arm, and a pen ſtuck in the | 
ſpring of his ſpectacles, was a ſeaſonable re- 
lief to both parties, as it gave Delville an 
opportunity of retiring, which he imme- : 
diately did, well ſatisfied to have eſcaped a 
farther inveſtigation of his ſentimetits for 4 


Serena. 


« | © N | , 
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Three days after this converſation Lord 
"Somerſet departed for the metropolis, leaving 
the ladies under the protection of his ſon, 

- and charging them ail to be mindful of his 
friend, the Count de Melanville, and not to 
ſuffer him to be leſs frequent in his viſits 

than he had hitherto been. 


- Theſe injunctions were moſt readily com- 
plied with by Mrs. Powis in particular, who 
had now much more of the ſociety of the 
amiable Count than ſhe had yet enjoyed, or 

than was indeed conſiſtent with her future 
peace, conſidering that his heart was not 
quite fo fulceptible as her own, 

= The beautiful Serena, to whom the ſalu- 

1 brious air of Yorkſhire had not reſtored any 


2 


| Confiderable portion of health, or the atten- 
* \- | 


tions 
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| tions of her friends, of cheerfulneſs, n now again 
began to loſe what little of either ſne had 
acquired; and Miſs Delville, who ſaw her 
rapid decline, was under the moſt cruel ap- 


prehenſions for her life. The fair invalid # 


had poſitively refuſed to ſee any medical 
perſon, who might be conſulted on her ſtate 
of health ; and Philippa, lamenting to her 
brother this obſtinacy of his ward, entreated 
him to deviſe ſome means of cheating her 
into receiving the viſits of a r | 


Sir 12 wi to think of how it | 
might be done; and one day riding over to 


York, returned the next, accompanied by 1 


gentleman of great medical reputation, but | 
with whoſe name Serena was totally un- | 
acquainted, ; We 
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As Miſs Hennington did not confine her- 
ſelf to her chamber, ſhe neceſſarily dined in 


company with the ſtranger; and after din- 
ner, being ſo extremely ill as to faint more 


than once, his exertions in her recovery pro- 
cured him permiſſion to ſee her ſometimes 

in a profeſſional capacity. After having 
ſome converſation in private with her, how- 
ever, he ridiculed the fears of Miſs Delville, 
and ſaid that change of ſcene would pro- 
bably do much for her if ſhe would be pre- 


vailed on to try it. 


An opportunity for proving the effect of 
this preſcription preſented itſelf a few days 


I» | afterwards. Miſs Hennington received a 
2 ” letter from a ſiſter of her father s, who re- 
ſided i in Norfolk, and had long neglected 
his family, deſcribing herſelf to be in a very 
| | bad 
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bad ſtate of health, and requeſting to ſee her 
niece, who ſhe promiſed ſhould be the 


heireſs of her fortune. 


Serena conſulted Delville upon the point 
of accepting this invitation; and he, who 
wiſhed her to be independent even of him- 
ſelf, ſtrenuouſly adviſed the meaſure.— | 
Philippa, however, oppoſed it, on the plea 
that Serena was too weak to make ſuch a 
journey, and her ſpirits too delicate to attend 


to a ick perſon; but the phyſician being 


conſulted, declared he could not ſee that it 2 


would do her the leaſt injury, and an affirm- 
ative anſwer was accordingly. returned to 
Mrs. Jane Hennington, in Norfolk. In 
leſs than a week that good lady ſent her own 
carriage with hired horſes, and her own 
maid, an elderly * of moſt reſpect - 
able 


— 
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able appearance, to eſcort her niece to her 


| houſe; and Serena departed the ſame day it 


arrived, much to the regret of all the inha- 
bitants of Somerſet Caſtle, of whom Mrs. | 


| Powis was not the one leaſt ſorry. In the 
firſt place, ſhe really loved Serena; and, in 


the ſecond, ſhe thought the could perceive 
that her agreeable 7&re-4-14tes with the 


Count would now be at an end. During 


% 


| ſation, 
! N 2 \ 


the three weeks that elapſed ſiuce the de- 


. parture of Lord Somerſet, the ill health of 
Miſs Hennington had obliged her to retire 
at a very early hour in the evenings. Mifs 
Delville uſually accompanied her; and Sir 
Piercy ſeldom remained in the library long 
after they left it; or even when he did, he 
was too much abſorbed in melancholy con- 
templations to give much aid to conver- 


It 
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It would ſometimes, notwithſtanding. the 
voluble propenſities of Mrs. Powis, be at a 
ſtand; and what was more natural than 
that the Count ſhould propoſe to read 
to her, except that the lady ſhould 
chuſe, in compliment to him, that the 

book ſhould be always a French one? 


They were both admirers of Rouſſeau's 
writings ; and the pathetic tale of Julie fre- 
quently afforded the amuſement of the | 
evening. The mother of the Count was 


a native of Geneva, and he had fre- 


quently viſited the romantic ſcenes of 
Miellerie, and would ſometimes deſcribe 
them wich yet finer touches of taſte than the | 
incomparable author has done. He had 755 
ſometimes been in the habit of calling Emily 
his coſine; for the ſame reaſon. that 

St. 
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St. Preux made uſe of that appellation for 
the friend of Julie; and he now, not unfre- 
quently, ſubſtituted the title of © La belle 
Claire, without reflecting that he betrayed 
his mental alluſion to the reſemblance he 
fancied he found betwixt Julie and; Miks 
| Delville. 


Miſs Delville might not pertaps have 
been ſo much, flattered had ſhe known of 
the com pariſon, for ſhe was not HW 2 above 
the prudery ſo general amongſt Eng glich 
women of virtue: and ſhe would not have 
made any allowance for the country of De 
Melanville, that would lead her to conſider 
the compariſon between the "heroine of 
Rouſſeau and herſelf, in its true light that 
of the moſt pointed compliment. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


_ — i dhe alone 

&«& Fills every ſenſe, and pants in every vein. 

% Books are but formal dulneſs, tedious friends; 
cc And fad amid the ſocial band he ſits, 


«© Lonely and unattentive,” 


THOMSON. 


Miss DELVILLE, being now relieved 
from the anxious attention ſhe had of late 


paid to her beloved Serena, had now more 


leiſure to attend to the ſtill growing unhap- 

pineſs of her brother, and to the effect that 

it evidently had upon his health. All active 1 
| purſuits - 
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"Zurſuits ſeemed now hs: have loſt their 


charms for him; and frequently the fineſt 
ſpring days imaginable would paſs away 
without his ever croſſing the threſhold of 
Lord Somerſet” 's ſtudy, where he now uſually 
fat, in preference to the library, which ſtill 
remained chiefly uſed by the family. To 
this retirement Miſs Delville often followed 
him; and when ſhe found he perſiſted in 


declining any other ſociety, would bring her 


Work, and requeſt him to read to her.— 
| Sometimes he would ſay that he had a head- 
| ache, and begging ſhe would excuſe him, 
' would flroll out for an hour into the park ; 

and Miſs Delville 's principal object (that of 
diſturbing his gloomy, ſedentary habits) 
Being thus obtained, ſhe would again join 
Mrs. Powis and the Count too much to 
the ſatisfaction of the latter to be very 1 
| $ fing to the former. 


But 


SERENA. _ 


But Sir Piercy did not always decline the 
taſk of reading to his ſiſter. He would 
ſometimes take up a Novel, or a volume of 
poetry, and appear intereſted in the ſtory 
of the one, or the ſentiments of the 
other, for an hour or two; but his mind, 
Philippa obſerved, would gradually wander 
from the ſubject ; he would read a few pages 
abominably ill, and at laſt the book would 
fall from his unconſcious hand, and he 
: would evidently feign being aſleep, to avoid 
converſation, | 


Sometimes, when a gloomy or wet day 
affected his nerves, and rendered him more 


ill than ordinary, he would ſit for hours 3 
beſide his attentive ſiſter; and while one of 55 I 


her white arms encircled his neck, wou reſt : 
his head upon her ſhoulder. 
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It was at ſuch times only that the unhappy 
Delville would ſeem to forget his cuſtomary 
caution, and, ſoftened by her kindneſs, 
would ſhed tears upon her boſom, and ap- 


| pear determined to reveal the cauſe of the 
_*forrow that preyed upon his mind; but ere 


the tale was begun, ſome keen remembrance 


would ſeem to dart acroſs him; he would 
riſe haſtily, and, uttering an impaſſioned ex- 


clamation, would fly to the ſolitude of the 


Park. 


One day Miſs Delville obſerved that, 


though 1 in lower ſpirits than uſual, he was 
not ſo very averſe to converſation, and took 


courage to enquire the cauſe of that ſorrow 


that was undermining his health, and at 


times emed ready t to affect his reaſon. 
6ö ͤ » Phiippa l“ 
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Philippa!“ replied he, in a low and 
melancholy tone, I know that you love 
me; but L am unworthy that you ſhould 
ſuffer for me the diſtreſs you evidently en- 


dure. Senfible that you deſerve all my con- 
fidence, a thouſand times have J been on the 
point of giving you, unaſked, the explana- 
tion you now demand; but as there are 
certain points on which T muſt ſtill remain 
filent, I heſitated to give you information 


that would only make you deſirous of knows 


ing more than I dare tell you; yet I think 


I ſhoald be leſs miſerable if you knew and - 
participated in my ſorrows.” | - 44,13 pn 


« Then freely relate them, my beloved 
Piercy,” cried Miſs Delville, embracing her 
brother. Confide in me ſo far as you 8 
ſhall think me worthy ; and dread not that 
i ww Ii 


ink 


1 ſhall ever more perſecute you with en- 
quiries. Till this day, I have ever refrained 
from them, and I ſhall do ſo in future.“ 

After a ſilence of ſeveral minutes, Delville 
ſaid, « Philippa, you have never loved, I 
think??? 


Miſs Delville bluſhed the deepeſt ſcarlet, 
but ſhe made no reply, and Sir Piercy re- 
ſumed the diſcourſe. 
* « You cannot then form an idea of the 
tortures that paſſion may inflict, I, alas! 
know them but too well. Years have I 
been the votary of that capricious deity !— 
Months have elapſed ſince it has been my 

torment, and I ſhall ſoon be its victim 
* Philippa it may . be in your 
power 


1 
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f power to relieve my heart from a part of the 
weight that oppreſſes it, and I doubt not 
your inclination, I adore Serena!“ 


This intelligence was not new to | Miſs 
Delville. 


« have long known it to be ſo, Piercy,” 
ſid ſhe; and, from the obſervations I 
have, in conſequence of that knowledge, 
made, I have every reaſon to think you may . 
be happy if you will reſolve to be fo. Se- 


rena cannot have an inſenſible heart.“ 


7 Oh no,” fi POD Delville; “ too well 1 
know its ſuſceptibility.” : i 
* Too well, Piercy!“ repeated Philippa 
adding, 1 have obſerved her narrowly, and 4 
lam certain ſhe loves you.“ | — 3 1 
73 = Cou a 


Could 1 doubt it, Philippa, 1 ſhould 

not be quite ſo miſerabl. 

* Gracious Heaven, brother !” cried 
Miſs Delville, burſting into tears, © ſurely 

you are raving! Why would you be leſs 
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5 unhappy if the woman you adore loved not 


8! *s 


Even fo, my filter, —Is it not a miſ- 


TErimne to 5 that one has rendered the | 
3 2 angel, whoſe 8855 they adore, criminal in 
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ber own eyes.“ 
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For God's ſake, Piercy, explain 
i yourſelf.” | | | 


ce 1 nul not,” ſaid Delville, violently 


| agitated, rifing, and pacing the room up 
PIES and | 


| 8 SERENA. 10 
and kids with baſty and unequal ſteps, — 

After a few minutes ſpent in this manner, he 
again went to a ſeat beſide Miſs Delville, and 
reſumed—“ Philippa, I have as yet repoſed 
no confidence in you; nor will I, unleſs you 
make me a ſolemn promiſe to be as ſilent as 
the grave, reſpecting the information I ſhall 


give you, except to one perſon, who is al 


ready in the ſecfet ; and will alfo ſwear that 
you will not be guided by i!liberal preju- 
dices, in denying (if you do deny) my 
requeſt,” — Miſs Delville entered into the 
defired engagements, and Sir Piercy con- 
tinued.— Know then, Philippa, that you 
and Emily have been impoſed on by a falſe 
tale concerning Mrs. Jane Henningtons 
and that Serena is at this moment at a cot- 
tage not a mile from the neareſt park ate 


where, when ſhe! left this, ke concealed ber. 5 


104 | SERENA. 

« You concealed her! Oh Piercy, for 
what purpoſe !” cried Miſs Delville, with 
aſtoniſhment and grief imprinted on her 
countenance. 


2 To ſcreen her, my fiſter, from the 
malice of a prying world, from the obſerva- 
tion of the curious, and the ſtrictures of the 


malevolent.” 


« And will her retirement, think you, 


* Delville, 1 all this? unleſs, indeed 
2 mo it 
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Nis Delville heſitated, and her kattin 
eie 


4 | \ 


Fou are right, Philippa.—Serena, in her 
- concealment, hourly expects to become a 


— mother! 1 
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mother ! Almoſt overwhelmed with ſorrow, 
ſhe is too feeble, both in mind and body, not 
greatly to want a ſympathizing friend to 
ſooth and cheer her. You, my beloved 
ſiſter, muſt be that friend, or in future our 
hearts muſt be for ever eſtranged. I know, 
| however, you will not refuſe to ſee and con- 


ſole my n Serena.“ 


Miſs Delville was not ſo entirely ſuperior 
to all prejudices as not to ſtart at ſuch a 
propoſition, as that of viſiting the mildinks : 
of her brother, dear as he was to her, and. 
 fincerely as ſhe wiſhed to oblige him. ne. 
made not any reply to the appeal his coun- 
tenance made to her heart, though that heart, 
 throbbed with pity and affection both for 


* and the unhappy, the frail Scroll. By OS 


TN: -: | At 


— ¶ neat aro ons - ca — > wo — 


= — ge —_—_ 2 - — 
— . ˖—————— re 
3 2 5 _ * 
” * 
„ » 
AF 
: * 1 
* . . 
65 k —_= 
£4 
4. 


3 — 
— . ̃¾ ˙ͤ . <A 
* 


10 SERENA, 


| At length, however, ſhe ſummoned re- 


c ollection to entreat an explanation of thoſe 


apparently ſtrange circumſtances that had 


reduced Miſs Hennington to o ſad a 
= ſituation. 


Philippa!“ ſaid Sir Piercy, in a tone, 


and with a look of mournful reproach, * I 


_ "fancied you were ſuperior to the ſenſeleſs 
| _ prudery of your countrywomen; but I find 


J was miſlaken—erieyouſly miſtaken ; in- 
deed ! I thought you were above idle curi- 
oftty, but there to J have erred.” 


% Oh r P cried Miſs Delville, 


can you indeed call it ſenſelefs prudery, 


to feel aſtoniſhed at the fall of ſuch a being 


as Serena? Is it idle curiofity to wiſh 
to know every circumſtance that can 


55 e ? 


She 
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She ſtopped abruptly, a and Delville him- - 
ſelf ſmiled; but his countenance inſtantlx 
re- aſſuming its ſadneſs of expreſſion, he | faid— 


ce Serena has not fallen ſhe has been be- 1 
trayed ; but her ſoul is ſtill pure - pure even 
as your own, Philippa, and n of your 


affe ct on.“ 


The diftreſs of Miſs Delville was aug- 
mented by every fyllable her brother uttered | 
it gave her the cruelleſt pain to condemn 5 
bim, and to hear him acknowledge that 
Serena had been betrayed; that he had 
made her guilty in her own eyes was too 
much for her ſenſibility ! But the affection- 
ate ſoft neſs of her nature overcoming every 
other idea, ſhe embraced Sir Piercy with 
tears, and deſired to be conducted to wig * 


.4 concealment of Serena. 


e 1 


* 
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* have not myſelf yet viſited it,“ con- 
tinued Delville, after. having thanked his 
fiſter for her compliance — She has yet 
ſeen no perſon but De Moldine, who calls on 
her every day on his way hither. When ſhe 


came to the cottage from York, whither 


| ſhe went to elude diſcovery, he introduced 
her as one of the unfortunate Nobleſſe of 
his own country, and ſhe has ſince borne the 
name of Madame D' Albain, being ſuppoſed 
the wife of an Officer in the Army of the 
Princes, and a relation of our friend's.— 
This evening I ſhall ſee her; the atoll; 
gence I ſhall bring of your intention to. viſit 
her, will make me welcome to her ſad abode. 
Alas! my ſiſter, is it not a cruel thought 
that I ſhould need a recommendation to 


admit me to the preſence of the woman my 
' ſoul worthips * 


Philippa 


— ̃ 7— 
| Philippa made no reply to this moſt pain- 
ful enquiry; and after having ſettled that 
on the enſuing morning, at an early hour, 
Sir Piercy ſhould conduct her to the reſi - 
dence of Serena, they parted. | 


At ſupper that night Delville ſeemed es 
melancholy than uſual, and ſpoke more than 
he was accuſtomed to do, particularly con- 
cerning Sweden —a ſubject he ſeldom touched 
upon, except when well pleaſed. To Miſs : 
Delville this was a favourite topic; ſhe had 
heard enough of the national character of 
the Swedes to eſteem them, and one perſon 
of that country ſhe had admired, 


Sir Piercy had, * his laſt viſit to Somerſet | 
Caſtle, been accompanied by a brother Che- | 
valier, in the ſervice of England, thougqn 


a Swediſh 4 


a Swediſh füge ; and he Sas univerſally 
> inſpired the family with ſentiments of friead- 
hip and regard. This gentleman, who 
bore the name of Charles Guſtavus Bayar, 


was the only remaining male of a family 


- which had poſſeſſed great opulence and power 
under the former Government of Sweden, 
but was now reduced ſo low, as to compet 
young Bayar either to live in inglorious ob- 
ſcurity, on the wreck of the fortunes of his 
- Houſe; or endeavour, by his exertions in the 


WE fervice of his country, to procure a name for 


himſelf, and revive all the ſplendour _ 


Þ glory of a Houſe which had given birth td 


the noble; though miſtaken Cederſtroom, 
who, only ſupported by two others, reſo- 
lutely refuſed to falſify the oath he had taken 
= the States, before he knew that his King 


ever call on him to 1 in reſtoring to 
the 


the Crown and e of Sweden their power : | 
and liberties. A ſerving in ſome foreign 

Navy is the greateſt recommendation to 

thoſe who, like young Bayar, with to attain 
exalted rank in that of their own country, 
be, at a very early age, entered on a ſallor 8 
life in a ;ritiſn man of war; and, after hav- 
ing ſerved a ſufficient time to procure him a 
commiſſion, returned to Sweden, where he 


was a ſharer in the olory and in the recom- 
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pence of that engagement which had pro- 


cured for Sir Piercy Delville the honour of 
being admitted, with his friend, a Member 
of the Order of the Sword. 


He had — to England with Del- - 
ville, and was now employed in the ſervice 
of that country, in which his firſt nautical 
information had been acquired. The Ches 
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_'valer Charles Bayar, was, when bs: 
viſited Somerſet Caſtle, between five and 

| fix-and-twenty. To the moſt ſtriking graces, 
and majeſty of figure, he united a face, 
which the moſt perfect regularity of features 
did not render unintereſting. With all the 
advantages of travel common to the youth 
of Sweden, he had learned a habit of reflec- 
tion, which, however uncommon in a ſailor, 
by no means rendered him leſs daringly 
courageous, while it increaſed every benefit 
to be derived from having received a moſt 
excellent education, and having ſeen much 

= of the world. With all the proud, unyield- 
3 ing honour of his kinſman, Cederſtroom, his 


temper was gentle, and his heart the ſeat of 
candour and ſenſibility. With the finiſhed 
* | politench of a Swede, he united the warm- 
hearted appearance of ſincerity, which 
 Ciſtioguiſhes 


diſtinguiſhes thoſe of his country. —When- 
ever the Chevalier Bayar ſpoke, the ſtamp 

of truth ſeemed to be imprinted on his fine 
85 countenance, and inſtant conviction and | 
confidence followed his words. ; 


During his ſhort ' ſtay at Somerſet Caſtle, 
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be had evidently diſtinguiſhed Miſs Delville 


by his admiration. Too young when he 
had before been admitted into ſociety in 
England, to pay much attention to thoſe 
rules of conduct there which could not, at 


the time, affect him, he was ignorant that | 


cuſtom rendered it diſhonourable for a man 


of the moſt diftinguiſhed merit to declare 


an attachment to a woman, unleſs perfectly mw 


her equal in point of fortune; and 5 8 =) 75 


made not the leaſt hefitation, the moment 


he was conſcious of it, to declare his 
for Miſs Delville to herſelf. 
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- He was certain that even with the limited 
proviſion made by his country for her gal- 


lant defenders, either in the Army or N avy;” 


25 be. > could, in the ſociety of the gentle 


=> | Philippa, be perfectly happy; and he could 
5 not have loved her, had he imagined that ſhe 
would not be equally ſo with a man ſhe 

loved, though he might not be rich and 
when Miſs Delville, aſtoniſhed at a profeſ- 


fon of ſerious love coming from a man 


whom ſhe had ſcarcely known a month, 
coldly requeſted the ſubject. might not be 
| mentioned, he received the command with 


that reſpectful ſubmiſſion which ever cha- 
nacterizes the behaviour of the truly gallant. 


- He never again ir.truded more of his con- 
verſation on her than the choſe to encourage, 


and never, even by a look, repeated the 
offence 


„ vi 
offence he ſuppoſed he had given, during the 
remaining time of his ” at the caſtle. . 


Whether Miſs Delville was 2 at his 
ſo ready acquieſcence in her commands, or 
grateful to him for his forbearance, Bayar 
could never decide; nor did he preſume, 
even in his own mind, to queſtion it : but 
after his departure, the Chevalier Charles 
was often the ſubject ofher ſolitary thoughts; 5 
and ſometimes ſhe would weep, with 
mingled vexation, lor the cold and con- 
temptuous treatment ſhe had given his paſ- 
ſion, and was ſorry that ſhe might 
probably ſee him no more; or if ſhe 
did, that there was little likelihood that his 


heart would continue impreſſed with a par- 


tiality ſhe regretted ſhe had not W with 15 F 


more delleacy and Kindnets, 


\ 


Such was the origin of the tears ſhe had 
been ſhedding on her work, on the day Mrs. 
Powis had ſurpriſed her, and which ſhe 
would willingly have attributed to the pa- 
thetic powers of the elegant De Florian. 


This being the preſent ſtate of Miſs Del- 
ville's mind, it was more ſoftly diſpoſed to- 
wards the unhappy Serena than her prin- 
ciples might otherwiſe have ſuffered her to 
be; yet, notwithſtanding the gentleneſs of 
her diſpoſition, ſhe felt ſome indignation at 
= the frailty of Miſs Hennington : and per- 
| haps Delville would have acted more wiſely 
bad he endeavoured to intereſt his couſin 
rather than his ſiſter in her favour, fince Fer 
| pity would have been unmingled with an 
idea of reproach. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs, Powis was good and virtuous ; but 
ſhe uſed ſometimes laughingly to tell 
Philippa that it proceeded more from cir- 
cumſtance than ſteadineſs in herſelf, and 
ſhe was not «extreme to mark what was done 


amiſs”* by others. 
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CHAP, VII. 


| AFTER the family had ſeparated for the 
night, and: Miſs Delville was nearly prepared 

for going to bed, ſhe was much ſurpriſed to 
ſee the door of her chamber open, and Del- 


| ville enter the room. 


" Be: not alarmed, Philippa,” faid .he ;— 
« I feared to aſx admittance by knocking, 


but you maſt permit me to ſay a few words 
* 0 you.“ 


i } : ; | % : ; . 
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_ Miſs Delville defired him to be ſeated ; 35 


and whilſt che continued Pinning wo der 
hair, he reſumed— 


«1 bare, as I promiſed, been to viſit 


Serena, whom J found more tranquil than I 
could have even hoped, I told her of your 


intention of calling on her to-morrow: morns 


ing, for which ſhe fays ſhe cannot expreſs 2 


her gratitude to you, but withes to defer it 


till the evening. You muſt, however, 


be guided on that point * your - OWN 
judgment.” 


6 Then,” returned Miſs Delville, “ if I 
do not go before breakfaſt, it will be im- 


poſlible tor me to go at all without letting 
Emily into the ſecret, or being tormented | 


| with her conjectures and her railleries. If, 
therefore, 
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therefore, Miſs Hennington cannot ſee me 
to-morrow morning, I ſhall defer my viſit \ 
till the ſame hour ſome other day ; as, when | 
Emily is aſleep, is the only time her curio- 
ſity can be evaded.“ | | 


tc At fix, then, ſaid Sir Piercy, meet 
= me at the little park gate, and I will point 
| OC out the Path to the cottage ; but as that is 
an hour when, by the coming of the labourers 
to their work, I ſhould be ſubjected to | 
much obſervation, I cannot accompany you 
farther than the entrance of the wood.” 


This matter being thus finally arranged, 
Sir Piercy retired, and, on the following 
morning, was punctual to his appointment 
with kis ſiſter, whom, however, he accom- 


Ye bes acroſs the park; toa ſmall gate front- 
* N £4 LE ; 2s: ing 


ing the Faſt, which _ into a pine wood, 
or rather grove, about a quarter of a mile 
broad, through, which there was a beaten 
path. ; 


On this path they entered, both filent and 
thoughtful. Delville had already paſſed the _ 
bounds he had prefcribed for himſelf, but 


he ſtill lowly proceeded, lingering to give 1 


his ſiſter her final dire&ions how to find the 
cottage, till they came to the eaſtern fide. of 
the grove, where, no longer impeded by the 

branches, the bright glare of the ſun burſt 
upon their eyes. He then ſtopped, and 
1 deſiring Miſs Delville to purſue a path lead- 
ing through a meadow a little to the left, 
they RT 


Miſs Delville continued her walk for z 


few minutes, when, arriving at a gate that 
VOL, I, G ſeparated 
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. leparated the meadow from the public road, 
ſhe pauſed a while to admire the tranquil 
{cene that preſented itſelf to her view. At 
the oppoſite ſide of the road there was no 
fence whatever; a narrow floping bank, 
covered with green ſward, only dividing it 
; | from a pool of conſiderable extent, which, 
though it was only occaſioned by the flat- 

neſs of the ralley at this part of a rapid 
ſtream, that wound dowa from the ſurround- 
ing hills, had the appearance of a ſmooth and 
beautiful lake. About a hundred yards 
from the road, down a graſſy lane, ſtood a 


15 mill-houſe, at the back of which Delville 


had told his ſiſter ſhe muſt pals, and get into 


A narrow path bordered with willows and 


5] 2 alder- trees, which led, cloſe by the bank of 


the pool, to the cottage of Serena, which ſhe 


already diſcovered on the oppoſite fide, by 
| 15 the 
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this pling ſmoke that aſcended from 


amongſt the trees, which, all but the long 
brick chimney, and a part of the thatch, 


was concealed, 


Every object was rendered cheerful by the 
bright beams of the ſun ; ; the mill had al- 
ready begun to work, and its noiſe, with the 
caſhing of the water, mingling with the 
cries of the poultry, that were collecting 
round the miller's wife to be fed, and the 
ſhrill voices of four fine children, who were 
playing near the water, formed a combina 
tion of ſounds, the moſt agreeable imaginable 
to an unvitiated taſte, like that of Miſs 


Delville, who now continued her walk to- 


wards. the cottage. 


As ſhe approached the door, ſhe recol- 


lefted that it had, about two years before, rh 
2 _ 
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ſerved as a temporary retirement to a very 
lovely and accompliſhed young woman, 
whom domeſtic unhappineſs had rendered 
unmindful of Private virtue, though from 
public cenſures on her fame ſhe had fled, 
And ded for ſeveral months in this ſe- 
queſtered ſpot, where ſhe was often viſitcd 
by the gentleman for whom ſhe had for- 
feited her honour. Miſs Delville thought 
ol the ſimilarity of the fates of its former and 
preſent inhabitant, and fighed as ſhe entered 
the kitchen, where the | good woman of the 
- houſe was ſpinning. She ſat down beſide 
her, and telling her that ſhe heard a French 
lady had taken her lodgings, ſhe aſked her 
ſeveral queſtions concerning her, calculated 
i, to miſlead her into an idea that the lady was 
=P a total ſtranger to herſelf. 


On 
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O enquiring if ſhe could ſee Maddon 
 D'Albain, Mifs Delville was informed that 


_ at preſent there was a gentleman with her. : 


« He,” continued the goſſip, * as comes | 
| here ſo often to viſit the forin lady: I ſup- 
poſes t is a Doc or, for, poor young thing ! ſhe 


bees juſt at the down lyi ing. See, Miſs, 


there's his hor rſe faſtened to rail of the little 


court.“ 


Philippa looked, and ſaw a horſe, which ſhe 


conceived to be De Melanville's, tied to the 
green paling ; and ſhe now perceived that 


there were two fronts to the cottage, one of 
which, being exactly like the common ſort 
of cabins, contained, on a ſingle floor, the 
apartments of the family; ; and the other, 
whoſe larger caſement windows were ſhaded 


E 5 63 0 with 
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with fragrant creepers, and looked into 2 
erals plat, bordered with flowering ſhrubs, 
formed the ſimple reſidence of Serena, Two 
ſmall windows, almoſt concealed in the 
thatch, and by a large acacia tree that 
grew in front of the cottage, proclaimed 
that there was a ſecond ſtory to it, as the 
little ruſtic porch did that, from the graſs 


plat, was the entrance. 


From hence Mils Delville now obſerved a 
gentleman to come, and untying the bridle 
of the horſe, mount him, and ride away; — 
not, however, before ſhe had time to obſerve 
that it was not De Melanv ule, but the phy- 
fician who, at the inſtance of Sir Piercy, had 
viſited Serena at the Caſtle. ; 


The good woman of the houſe now con- 


ducted Miſs, as ſhe called Philippa, to 
ee 
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the parlour of Serena's abode; and ſaying 

ſhe would tel] Mrs. Barton that ſhe wanted 
to ſee her Lady, went up ſtairs. In a few 
moments ſhe returned, followed by the ſup- 
poſed maid of the ſuppoſitious Mrs. Jane 
Hennington, whoſe profeſſion Miſs Delville 
could not now miſtake, and who told her 


that Madame D' Albain would wait on ber 


in a few minutes. 


It was a conſiderable time, however, be- 

fore Miſs Hennington made her appearance, 
| trembling and agitated, and was received 
into the arms of Philippa, who, in the pre- 
ſence of this intereſting creature, could re- 
member nothing but her own friendſhip, and 
her brother's lave for the unhappy invalid. 


Such, Miſs Delville thought, Serena had |} 


never ſeemed before, ſo greatly were her 


V 
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looks altered for the worle. Her eyes ap- 


peared ſunken and hollow; and, by their 


heavineſs, and the purple tint that coloured 


her eyelids, betrayed how much ſhe had 
lately wept ; whilſt her ſhape, which ſhe had 
now taken no pains to diſguiſe, too plainly 


evinced the truth of the cottager's aſſer tion. 


How kind, how generous it is of you,” 
exclaimed Serena, after a ſilence on both 


ſides, of ſome length, « to intereſt yourſelf 


about me! Ah! Miſs Delville, how much 


am [ indebted to your noble brother for pro- 
curing me the ſolace of your viſits in my 
unhappy. fituation ? But who, except your- 
{c1f, ſo gentle, ſo compaſſionate as Delville 2” 


— 


« Surely none but a ſavage,” returned 
Pnilippa, © could be inſenſible to your ſor- 
5 rows. 


rows. And muſt not he who has cauſed 
them, be the worſt of villains nat to Y to 


alleviate them Th 
„ Ah!” ſaid Serena, " the cauſe of my 
miſery affords me no conſolation. I have 


only my own fatal weakneſs, my credulous 


| love, to blame for all I ſuffer;” 


« Impoſiible, Serena! A foul ſo pure, ſo. 


chaſte as your's could not have betrayed 
iiſelf. But let us mention the cruel ſubject 
no more—let us think that you are in 


reality, what you ſeem to others; and, in 


the name of Eugenie D'Albain, let every 
former trait of Serena Hennington | be 


forgotten.“ 


\ 


— 


Can I forg@ myſelf ? mournfully en- 


quired Serena, while the ſhake of her head, 


, * 
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and the faſt flowing tears that accompanied | 
her words, Proved her convinced. 


« You muſt forget Delville!“ 


Philippa pronounced this ſentence with 
downcaſt eyes, as dreading to behold the 


painful emotions ſhe knew it mult create. 


Would it were poſſible ! Would that 
1 could forget him Oh God ! why will 
not my heart burſt, and free me from this 


cruel bondage of ſpirit and of forrow !”? 


| The agony of Serena, as ſhe uttered this 

impatient exclamation, was almoſt convul- 

5 ſive; and Miſs Delville, terrified by its 
effect on her delicate frame, after vainly 


trying every method to ſooth her that ihe 
5 N could 


En | / 
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could think of, flew to call Mrs. Barton, 


with we affiſtance, when her emotions 


had ſubſided into a ſort of flupor, the in- 
valid was conveyed to bed ; and quiet being 


preſcribed by the good lady, Miſs Delville 
retired from her chamber, juſt as De Melan-- 


ville rode up to the door of the cottage. 


He did not expreſs any ſurpriſe at meet- 


ing her, which ſhe attributed to Delville's 


i . 


* . 
0 


having ioforuued him of her intention; but 


enquired, with anxious ſolicitude, for Serena, 


of whoſe preſent ſituation, and Mrs. Bar- 
ton's mandate for quiet, ſhe informed him. 


The Count then enquired if ſhe was going 
home ; and being anſwered in the affirma : 
tive, be offered Miſs Delville his arm, which 
was accepted ; and leading his horſe by the 
bridle, he proceeded with her along the 
narrow path towards the Caſtle, T5 + JEET = 

G 6 | | 


| 
| 
x 


As Miſs Delville had been expreſsly per- 


mitted to ſpeak of Serena to De Melanville, 
that young lady became the ſubject of their 


converſation during their walk, and the 
Count ſaid to his companion— _ 


« Since I find you are a viſiter to Ma- 


dame D' Albain, I conclude that the C heva- 


lier, (to the Count always called Delville), 
« has been more explicit with you than he 
has been with me concerning her ſtory.” 


80 far from it,” returned Miſs Delville, 


* that I have been led to believe you were 
the only perſon entirely in the confidence of 


my brother and Miſs Hennington.“ 4 


* 


e aſſure you, upon my honour,” rejoined De 


Melanville, “that I am totally unacquainted 


with the myſtery which ſo evidently hangs 


over that young perſon; and to me there 


ſeems to be but one point. on which we have 


any certainty.“ 


* 


« And that one,” ſaid Miſs Delville, con- 


cluding he meant her connection with Sir 


Piercy—* I cannot conceive how it ever 


exiſted.“ | | | . 5 % 


« Nor can I,“ the Count reſumed. ff 
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When firſt I ſaw 4 belle Serene, ſhe ap- 1 


peared i in a character ſo different, and ſeemed 


to have ſo true an idea of its facrednefs, that 


I never ſhould have ſuppoled ſhe > would | 


have ſullied it,” 


6e Did me * to any religious a Ig 


enquired Philippa, 


© 
* 
* : 
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No, Miss Deville,” replied De Melan- 
= ſmiling.—“ A F renchman can reſpect | 

he character of a Wife, if women * but 
= ccer its dignity.“ = 


i Miſs Delville felt convicted of a ſome- 

: Was not unlike illiberality, which is too 
often one of the conſequences of a ſchool 
education for females. She had, according 
to cuſtom, been ſent for ſome years to one 
of the firſt ſeminaries in England, where it 
very frequently happens that many of the 
prejudices of ignorance are found accom- 


| panied by the higheſt finiln of polihed 


| information. 


In attempting to apologize for one error, 
Miſs Delville committed a ſecond, by 
e 
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_ You then reſpect virtue in proporie 


To its rarity Een” | . : 1 4 


"> Pardon me, Madam, ifl f ay that you 
widely err in ſuppoſing female virtue ſo rare 
a gem in France (I ſhould rather fay in what | 
was F rance) ; for it is my ſincere belief that 


in the retired and domeſtic ſcenes of life, ict 


produced fully an equal number of inſtances 
of the moſt dignified conjugal merit, with 
England. My countrywomen poſſeſſed too 
ſincere a veneration for the ſubſtance of vir- | 
tue, to be over anxious about the ſhadow, — 
Superior to thoſe prudiſh etiquettes which, 
an elegant Engliſh Authoreſs, whoſe hiſtary 
of an Emigrant you received the other day, 
obſerves, ©. are * ſuppoſed to be the ſafe- 
guards of female honour, but are in fact A 

„ Mrs. Mary Robinſon, in ber Romance of- Ball dl 
"Sevrac, in the beginning of the ſecond valume. | 
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1 were libels upon true delicacy of ſentiments” 
. — French women indulged themſelves in a 
4 _ thouſand fallies folatres, that Engliſh women 

would be hunted from ſociety were they to 

give way to. | a 


« Thoſe who judge from appearances, or 
hear - ſay, imagine all our women depraved;. 
but is it in the leaſt wonderful that in a 
Court where Marie Antoinette preſided, the 
appearance of virtue was but little attended 
to, any more than it is that the ſemblance 
ſhould be fo tenaciouſly preſerved by thoſe 

who poſſeſs nothing more in the Britiſh Court, 


under the eye of one of the moſt rigidly 
| chaſte women in Europe, and where every 

female muſt naturally feel a wiſh to reſemble 
her ſweet and innocent daughters, whom 


be. beauty has not tainted with - vanity, and 
whoſe © 
1 6 . - 

- Y PN : 
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| whoſe virtue is uncontaminated by prudery ? | 
But ſo little do I conceive. that frigid reſerve 
to be tlie ſymbol of real purity, that it is 
my belief, if ever a want of chaſtity ſnould 
be tolerated by the firſt woman in England, 
it will ſoon ceaſe to be prized by numbers, 


who now think it worth the painful taſk. of 
hy pocriſy.“ : 


The Count then apologized for a digreſs . 
ſion, which be feared had been tedious to Mils 
Delville, and reminded her that they had 
been ſpeaking of Miſs 9 SIN 


M True,” ſaid bie 20 that I pro- 
teſt I had almoſt forgotten it. But I re- 
member, when I firſt introduced her to you, 
you ſeemed to have taken her for ſome other ; 


perſon,” | 1 
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60 Nor could at t that time believe,” the 
Count returned, « that Miſs Hennington 
was the ſame lady whom I had known un- 
der another name, and in another character.“ 


Ah l“ exclaimed Miſs Delville, “ Serena 


is then married. 


„The Chevalier aſfures me ſhe 1 is not, 
(aid De Nawe. 


ce What then can all this myſtery por- 
tend . reſumed Miſs Delville.— 6 Where, 


or when was it that you formerly knew 


- 


her "aft 


„ At Jamaica; almoſt two years ſince.“ 


i 
* 


4 My brother was there at that | time -” 


did 90 know him ?“ 


fs N 5 = l hive 
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« I have ſeen him in the Weſt Indies,” : 


There was ſomething in the laconic man- 
ner in which the Count replied to her queſ- 
tions, which convinced Philippa that he 
knew more concerning the connection of 
Delville and Serena than he would declare; * 
and as they had juſt then reached the gate, 
where they muſt ſeparate, for the Count to : 
reach the Caſtle with his horſe, ſhe deſiſted 
from any farther enquiries, and he, wiſhing 


her good morning, rode away. 


Juſt as Mifs Delville entered the park 
oate, ſhe was met by Sir Piercy, who eagerly 


enquired if fhe had ſeen Serena, and how ſhe 


was? but hearing of her illneſs, his cout = 


tenance once more became oyerclouded, and i 


ſceming to forget that he was not. entirely 
alone, A 
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alone, he aided on, eoed:mpinied by his 
ſiſter, in total flence, till they reached the 
houſe, when, as they aſcended the ſteps to 
| the ball door, Miſs Delville gently laid her 
hand upon his ſhoulder, and he flopped. 


Has Serena told you her ſtory d en- 
* quired Delville, appearing ſuddenly to re- 
collect himſelf. 


\ | 


ec She NAY it her intention ſo 
to do?“ Z . 


« Poſitively 0. 


*% 
& 


v 


8 "ou Then why cannot you,” ſaid Philippa, 
* ſpare her the pain of relating à tale that 1 
fear is but too mournful, T7 telling it to me 


atoms * ES 
yo . No, 
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« No, my ſiſter, none but her own faſci- 

nating tongue could do a tale, of which ſhe 

is the heroine, juſtice, Will you not fee © 


her again ſoon ?“ G 


Delville aſked this queſtion with a 
look, and in a tone ſo ſupplicating, 
that his ſiſter readily comprehended his 
thoughts and wiſhes : ſhe had not intended 
to repeat her viſit till the following day, but 
ſhe could not bear the idea of keeping her 
beloved Piercy in a painful ſuſpenſe con- 
cerning the ſweet object of his love, that 


ſhe could poſſibly terminate, and therefore 
ſaid—- 


In the evening, perhaps, you will ace |} 
n me to the cottage of: ES „ 


Delville "I kiſſed her cheek in 
reply to her propoſal; and De Melanville, 
who had left his horſe in the ſtable, juſt then 
joining them, the converſation took a dif: 


ferent turn. 


At dinner that day Mrs. Powis remarked 
that it was ſtrange their not having heard 
from Serena Hennington ; adding 


' 
W 


But probably her old aunt is dead, or 
dying, and, in that caſe, Piercy (and pro- 
vided ſhe leaves Serena her fortune), you 
muſt keep a ſhrewd look out after your fair 
charge; for ſhe will be an object n of 


much care and conſideration. 


nn \ 


* | _ cc Is ſhe not ſo now Emil oo demanded. 
{82 9 


Dae with * 
« Why 


hk » 
/ 


— 
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715 Why, to look at her, and converſe 

with her, one might ſuppoſe ſo; but if the 
remains portionleſs for ever, men will prefer - 

being the guardians to a woman fo beautiful 


. : 7 fe 2 9 
and amiable, to marrying her. 


It was impoſſible for Delville to miſunder- 
ſtand this ſarcaſtic obſervation of his couſin's, 
and he felt highly incenſed by it; but juſt as 
he was going to make a ſharp reply, he en- 
countered a beſeeching glance from Miſs 
Delville, bit his lips, and was ſilent. 


As it was not the cuſtom at Somerſet 
Caſtle even for the gentlemen to remain long 
in the parlour after dinner, a ſeparation carly 
took place. Mrs. Powis (whom Sir Piercy 
uſed often, in gayer times, to diſtinguiſh by . 
the title of the Goddeſs of Indolence), 

| according 
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according to her uſual habit, be be 
fofa in the library, to ſleep, till the Count, 
returnin g from his evening walk, came to read 
to her; that gentleman took his cuſtomary 
ſtroll in the gardens. Delville repaired to 
his ſtudy, and Philippa to her dreſſing· room, 
to prepare for her excurſion to the cottage. 
In a few minutes ſhe had equipped herſelf 
to encounter the keen breeze of an April 
evening, and baſtened to join her brother, 
whom ſhe found in his uſual place in the 


1 ſtudy The day was already cloſing in, but 


the room was illuminated by a wood fire, 


— That uplifts 
« The ſhadow to the ceiling, there by fits 
% Dancing uncouthly to the quiv'ring flame. 
Such a gloom | 
« Suits well the thoughtful or anthinkivg mind; 
& The mind contemplative, with ſome new theme 


2 6 3 or indiſpoſed alike to all.“ 
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M.iſs Delville recolled ed theſe lines, when 
the beheld her brother ſeated in what is not 
unaptly called the chimney corner.“ His 
elbow reſted on the ſurbaſe, aiding his leſt 
hand to ſupport his head, whilſt his right 
arm lay upon the table, the hand only, which 


held a ſmall volume, hanging over the edge. | 


He did not at firſt appear to notice 
Philippa's entering the room, till ſhe ap- 
proached near enough to take the book, 
| which be ſeemed to have been reading, from 
his hand. It was Werter; and the page 

which preſented itſelf was the one giving an 


account of that laſt diſturbed viſit of eder. — 


to Charlotte, in which he! ag fuppab | 


to have reſolved upon ſuicide, | 
9 That een part was, in Mils Del- 
vol. I. BH villes 


* 
* 
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ville's eſtimation, the moſt affecting of the 
whole work, and ſhe could not reſiſt the 
temptation it offered, but by the light of 
the fire read it-to the end. Sir Piercy's eyes 
were fixed on her during the whole time, 


and when ſhe cloſed the booæ— 


« That work does not affect you as it 


does me,” remarked Delville. 


as 


* 
* 
„ 


Net I cannot read it without emotion,” 


a returned ſhe; adding, © The feelings of 


- Charlotte (knowing the impetuous paſſions 


of Werter ſo well as ſhe did) at the time 


i & : tat ſhe fat down to the harpſichord, impreſs 


me with a ſtronger idea of their poignancy 
from the filence of the author on the 
Om.” 4 / 


« But 


loved. 


S ERE N A. ; ol * 


« But thoſe of the ulidertin Wener 
do not intereſt you ſo deeply! PT” ſaid. 


| Delville. . a 


ce They certainly at: not. Werter pre- 
pared the couch of thorns for himſelf; he 
made no effort ſeriouſly to overcome his, 


fatal paſſion, and had not generoſity enough 
to refrain from that vehemence which was 


detrimental to the peace of the woman he 


\ 


« Philippa,” cried Sir Piercy, in a tone 


of anguiſh, „you are a ſtranger to the 


violence of paſſin.” 


I thank God, Delville” returned ſhe, 
&« that I am ſo.— The ſtormy emotions of 


the ſoul inſpire me with terror when I behold 
1 H 2 _ 
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their effects on others, and I rejoice in my 


© exemption from them.“ 


« Yet I am not certain that their pleaſures 
do not counterbalance their pains, remarked 
Delville 


. Can you be an admirer of the A 
of nature this little volume preſents, en- 

| quired Miſs Delville, laying her == on 
it,** and yet entertain a doubt on the ſubject ?” 


„ Scarcely,” he anſwered. — “ Werter, I 
WY. can never think, was completely miſerable. 


| Even, i in the laſt moment of his life, he muſt 
have felt an emotion of pleaſure, from the 
idea that Charlotte's attention prepared ths 
inſtrument of death.“ | 


* 


ſovereign good? 


higheſt proof of affection to give to the 


we muſt endure the pain of lofing them 1 
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6 What an idea!“ exclaimed Miſs Del- 
ville. —* Grant that ſuch was the notion 
of Charlotte when ſhe wiped the duſt from 
the piſtols of her huſband, was it any proof : 
of the regard. which Werter fancied his 


« Oh was it not ſo?” returned Delville, 


in an accent of emotion.—* Is it not the 


object we love the means of leaving a world 


where peace can never be their's, though 


f 


Miſs Delville huddered as hs brot er 
an ds. There was a” 


pronounced theſe 0 
wildneſs in his air, a vehemence i in his man- | 
ner, that at once; explained the ſubject of 


1 3 and 


his meditation when diſturbed by his Siſter 8 
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and it made her now remind him of the 

5 lateneſs of the hour, aud entreat him to ac- 
company her to the cottage. He imme- 
diately complied z. and as Miſs Delville was 
leaving the room, ſhe contrived to put the 

: volume of Werter, unobſerved, into her 
pocket, deſigning to prevent it from being 
| the ſtudy of her brother; without reflecting 
that thoſe paſſages of it that have an evil 
tendency, had already made their impreſſion | 

: 1 1 on his mind, while thoſe of a contrary na- 
Mi ture, with which the work abounds, had 
probably never drawn his obſervation, 
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| II Tv was almoſt uk * when Delville 
and his ſiſter reached the habitation of 
Serena; and without ſtopping at the apart= 
ment of the cottager 8 family, they walked 
round to the little grass plat frontingthe wins 
dows of her abode. Alight gleamed from the 
window of her chamber, but the room be- 5» 
low was gloomy art ſolitary. They en⸗ 3 
tered it, however; and Miſs Delvilte, 12 
queſting Sir Piercy to wait there till ſhe had 
ſeen Serena, aſcended | the ſtairs without 
making any noiſe. As the apartment as 
N = mall 3 
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fmall and doſe, the door had been left ajar 1 
for air, and Philippa perceived within every 
appearance of a ſick room. Diſtreſſed at 
this obſervation, ſhe advanced ſoftly to Mrs. 
. Barton, who was fitting by the fire, and, to 
| her infinite aſtoniſhment, ſhe beheld a 
lovely infant faſt aſlcep, lying on her lap. 
Nit Detville ſtarted; but as the could 
not well miſunderſtand this circumſtance, 
8 ſhe made no enquiries, but dropping on her 
| knees beſide the good woman, fervently 
preſſed her lips to the ſoft check of the baby, 
; and whilpered a bleſſing on its innocent 
bead. She then aſked how long it had been 
bor, and how the mother was? 
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er Little maſter came into the world 
about three hours after you were here this 
morning, 


N 

3 | 

z 2 

| -> 
| 
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morning,” replied Mrs. Barton; . and 
| Madame, though for that time in extreme 
danger, is now much better than, from her 


delicate ftate of health, could be expected. 12 


At this moment Miſs Delville heard 
Serena ſigh heavily, and going to the bed- 
ſide, undrew one of the curtains. The 
light of the taper, that was burning on the 
chimney- piece, ſhone full on the pale face 


of the invalid; and the ſweet ſmile that 
| Rtole over it, ſpoke her grateful pleaſure 3 in 
the ſ ight of Philippa. | OY 
She beckoned to. Mrs. en 
brought the child over to her; ſhe feeblx 
graſped the hand of her friend, e in a. 
voice ſcarcely audible - 


7 


me Philippa! 


— — 
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_ Philippa! I may never ſee you more, 
and I feel that my laſt farewel has been taken 
1 of Delville ! Oh then ſee you that my child 
is put under his protection, and tell him it 
was my laſt entreaty, my lateſt prayer, that 
he would never abandon it: conjure him, 
l ever I was the object of hie affection or 

his pity, not to forſake my child! 4 


5 The . of ſpeaking, together with 
ber emotion, was too much for- the . feeble 
Serena; and though the did not abſolutely | 
faint, ſhe became nearly inſenſible.— | 
Il Iz 2 Miss Delville ſnatched the baby from the 
1 arms of Mrs. Barton, and preſſed it fondly 
to ber heart, which throbbed with com- 
3 = 3 ſorrow; and mindful of the en- 


treaty of Serena to commit her infant to Sir 
Piercy” scare, inſtantly carried it Gown ſtairs 
— OR 6 : to 
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to the lower room, where he ill remained, 
and whither candles had' been * by 
the ſervant. | i ys RE 1d 

| He was fitting in a contemplative poſture, 
with his hand ſhading his eyes; and it was 
not till Miſs Delville ſpoke that (though he 
heard her enter the room) he deen the 
lovely burthen that ſhe held 1 in her arms. 


He ſtarted from: his ſeat, and met his 
after in the middle of the apartment. The 5 ; 
fight of the child evidently and violently _ 
affected him; he ſeemed ſcarcely able to 
ſupport himſelf, but reſting his hand on the 
ſhoulder of Miſs Delyiile, as he bent over 
the fleeping baby, tears, that ſeemed the « „ 
offspring of the moſt acute anguiſh, fell” 


+ from his eyes on its face. 


£ * F * * 
” * * 
* A " — 
| | as 9 4. þ ; 
** = * 8 4 
* % < # 2 * 5 
1 / , . - 8, 4 
H. ö ry I's 
„* * 5 * 
o 1 <a 
” N = - 6 3 > > » 
: — : 
' " 
3 45 N > F * 
* * 4 * — 
N . VR. * 4 : 
„ * ” - 
25 * A 
; & * %. 8 E * 
7 | 14 N * 2 
_ * „ 
a. : 7 : ov => % "a 
* * N 1 2 ha = P 
. - ; : 3 3 
; "4 8 »4 
> » : 4 2 5 
2 = 3 - 2 _ 


SERENA. © 


It was very ſeldom that Sir Piercy had 
been ſeen by his ſiſter to ſhed tears; and 
they now gave her the ſame alarm, that 
violent byſteric ſorrow, unaccompanied by 
them, would do in a woman. She tried to 
| oth his emotions ; and having in part ſuc· 
-ceeded, repeated to him the injunction of 
Serena. For ſome moments he ſtruggled 


vainly to ſpeak. | 2 8 

7 #6 Ves, Philippa!“ cried he at length, 
I ſwear before you, and to you, that let 
What will be the deſtiny of 1ts mother, ms: .__ 
ſhall be religiouſly obeyed. Aſſure my 
| | angelic Serena that every tender claim of a 

= child on its parent ſhall be ſacred to me in 
1 : favour of the poor little one. To the beſt 

i of my ability I will diſcharge every duty 

towards it whilſt I live; and in dying, I will 


f . * : 
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As he concluded theſe. words, Sir Piercy 


tenderly kiſſed the infant. His emotion 
ſoon ſubſided into his habitual melancholy ; 


and in this temper he accompanied Miſs _ 
Delville (as ſoon as ſhe had left the baby with 4 


Mrs. Barton, and taken leave of Serena) « on 


ber way homewards. 


By the time that they emerged from the 
| ſhady path that led from the cottage to the 


mill, the moon, which was not yet near full, 


hadTiſen from behind the hill that ſheltered 
Serena's habitation from the eaſt wind ; 


which now ſweeping the ſurface of the pool, 


and ruffling its uſual ꝑlaſſy ſmoothneſs, lent 
a brilliancy to the reflection of the moon, 


Fe : 


that gave the water the appearance of being 
covered with ſparkling cryſtals, and whiſtled 


in the branches of ſome large beech- trees, 


4 © 4 
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on which a, any appearance of foliage 
| could yet be diſcerned. Miſs Delville, 
„Who leant on her brother's arm, ſtopped, 
though ſhe ſelt chilled by the blaſt, and ob- 

ſerved to him the unuſual * of the 
0 moonlight. 


| te Its brilliancy, he returned, © together 
Vith the keenneſs of the air, reminds me of 
thoſe northern climates where ſo much of 
my time has been already ſpent, and where 
I now think my exiſtence will terminate.” 
Wberefore do you particularly zow en- 
” tertain ſuch an idea?” demanded Miſs 
Delvilie- 5 
« Becauſe, he anſwered, * this evening 
| has Hxec my determination to bid a final 
Be adieu 


= 


adieu to England ; and though all other 
countries are alike open to me, I naturally 
prefer that where my paſt ſervices will ob 


tain for me an immediate and active com- 
mand.“ 5 
« What then,” ſaid Philippa, „“ is to be- 
come of the little creature whom only half 
an hour fince you ſwore to cheriſh and 
protect?“ 5 
« It will be ſafe under the protection of 
Lord Somerſet. Before I go hence, I (hall 
make him acquainted with its claims on Eq 
him ; but it is- the exiſtence of that little 4 ; 
being that will drive me from. my country 
and my _ for Our 1 > 
NIS Delville begged kim to explain bim l 4 


; v7 but was anſwered with his uſual. * 25 
cannot,” 
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cannot, as he reſumed *Y pace, and led 
her forwards. During the remainder of 
their walk, Philippa ruminated on what ſhe 
had learned from her brother, and in vain 
| ſought to diſcover his motive for abſenting 
11 himſelf from England and from Serena, on 
4 +, account of the birth of the child; and they 
entered the library together, whilſt ſhe was 
vet buly with conjectures. | 

Mrs. Powis and the Count were as uſcal 
| occupied by their ſtudies, but this evening, 
the former was the reader; and while her 
auditor flew to reach a chair for Miſs Del- 
ville, pauſed to remark that her walk. had 
how unuſually ſhort that evening. 


1 pe Melanville heard the aber and 
66. IF 


* 
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« So very much the reverſe has it appeared 
to me, that for above half an hour I could 
ſcarcely pay any attention to what /a Belle 
couſine has been reading, from watching to 
hear the opening of the door announce the 
return of my lovely friend.” 


Mrs. Powis; with an air of affected Pique, 
which too much reſembled reality to eſcape 
the obſervation of the company, congratu- 
lated him upon his abjuration of the frothy | 

gallantry that uſed to diſtinguiſh his coun» 
trymen, He anſwered her reproach with a 
compliment which reſtored him to. favour, 
and, at the requeſt of Miſs Delville, the 
book was reſumed. : 


The Count was, like ſome other intelli- 
gent foreigners, an admirer of Engliſh Novels 
5 „ of 
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of the ſuperior order; and, at his requeſt, 
Mrs. Powis had begun, and had now nearly 
concluded the reading of Charlotte Smith's 


E mmeline to him. She had juſt commenced 
Lady Adelina's letter to Fitz- Edward, in 
the cloſe of the laſt volume, when her 
couſins entering the library 1nterrupted 


her, and ſhe now reſamed it. Mifs Del- 
ville attended to it with more ſeriouſneſs / 


than ſhe had ever done before, becauſe the 
ſubject was at this moment peculiarly in- 
b tereſting ; and ſhe was not long at a loſs to 
account for Sir e s determination. to 
Leave eee | 


: 9:43 & > 


At even an earlier hows than ſhe had done 
the preceding day, Miſs Delville the next 


22 morning Raſtened to the dwelitng of Serena, 


and the found much better than ſhe had 
0 »̈„„ . ga 


5 SEREN A. 5 163 | 
dared even to hope. N o longer, to appear 
ance, ſunk in the apathy of deſpair, ſhe 
ſeemed, in her infant, to have acquired an 
intereſt in living, and ſuckling it was her 
principal delight; but ſhe was not by any 
means inſenſible to the kindneſs of Philippa, 
who, from viſiting her only early in the 
morning, and late in the'ev ening, ſoon ſpent 
almoſt her whole time with her : but Del- 
ville, though he more than once aſked per- 
miſſion to ſee her, was ſtill excluded from 
her preſence. | 
“ Conjure him,” faid Serena, one day 
Alen Miss Delville had repeated his requeſt, A 
«to give up this point, ſince 1 never can 
oblige bim. He knows my whole heart ! 
He feels how feverely I have ſuffered for its 5 
paſt weakneſs, and it is almoſl cruel in him £ 
a 
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. 29. wiſh to renew the anguiſh, which hay 
My torn every fibre of my heart.” | 


— r . — —— . 
4 
s * 
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3 ſionate flood of tears, ſuch as uſually at- 
Pp ; tended the mention of Delville i in her pre- 


had the unhappy girl begun the relation; 


dark e mY events of her life. 


"tures, would endeavour to trace a likeneſs 
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: As Serena ſaid this, ſhe burſt into a paſ- 


ſence; and though Philippa ardently wiſhed 
at this moment to hear her whole ſtory, ſhe 
could not aſk her to relate it. Several times 


but her emotions had always interrupted it, | 
and Miſs Delville was {till totally in the 


In the meantime, the little Piercy be- 
came inconceivably dear to the gentle heart 
of Philippa; ſhe would hold him in her arms 


for hours, and gazing on his unformed fea- 


in 
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in them to thoſe of her brother, but in vain ; 
ſince in the only one, that in infants is at all 
mark ed, there was an eſſential difference. 
The eyes of the child were of the cleareſt 
azure, and its eyebrows tending to auburn, 
while thoſe of Sir Piercy were as nearly 


black as are ever ſeen. 


Sir Piercy now took a ſudden reſolution 
of immediately joining Lord Somerſet in 
London, previous, as he in confidence in- 
formed his ſiſter, to his ſetting out for Carl- 


ſcrona, in order, as was now his fixed deter- 


mination, again to embark in the Swediſh 
Navy. But before he ſet out, by the moſt 
ardent entreaties, and through the media- 
tion of Miſs Delville, he obtained leave once 
more to viſit his adored Serena; and the 
evening of her birth-day, which was in the 
| middle 
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middle of May, was appointed for their laſt 
meeting. 


The ſpring had this year been uncom- 
monly wet, and, on the memorable evening 


now mentioned, a ſort of drizzling rain, 
which had fallen almoſt through the whole 
day, made Serena and Miſs Delville (who 
arrived at the cottage before her brother) 
draw the tea- table cloſe to a blazing fire of 
wood, and though it was yet too early for 
tte light to have forſaken the ſky, call for 
candles, and let down the curtains of the 
windows, one of which, however, that 
| ſerved as a door, being left open to admit the 
entrance of — ͤ 


During the whole day, the little boy had 
been ſick and feveriſh--his mother fancied 
from 
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from taking the infection of the ſmall-pox ; 
and ſhe had juſt retired with him in her 

arms, to put him to hed, and left Mis 
Delville alone, when that young lady was 


firſt. alarmed by a knocking with a cane or 


whip on the glaſs door of the cottage, and 

then by the entrance of a ſtrange gentleman, 
Seeing the ſurpriſe of Miſs Delville, he : 9 

apologized in a hurried, though polite man- 


ner, for his intruſion, adding - = 


„J am informed, Madam, that this is 
the reſidence of Mrs. Delamain.“ 
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Philippa inſtantly recollected that to have 
been the name of its laſt inhabitant, ane; 
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„That ſar time finde it was ſo, Sir, i is, | 
1 believe, very true ; but let me aſſure you 
that at preſent no ſuch perſon is in this 


neighbourhood.“ 
« It is probable, Madam,” returned the 
ſtranger, « that you know her not by the 
name of Delamain, as I underſtand ſhe calls 
| Herſelf Eugenie * and a F rench 
Emigrant. 


There was a ſomething of Bᷣruſquerie in the 
manner of the ſtranger, that excited the 
curioſity of Miſs Delville, even more than 
bis words or appearance, which ſhe now 


attentively examined, and tried to recollect 


if ſhe od before {ſeen him. 


His perſon was 9 the middle height, well- 


'- formed, and ange elegant, and his face 
. N 
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verfeftly: handſome: From the almoſt total 


deficiency of hair on bis head, and the white ; „ 


| neſs of what little there was, he might be 
ſuppoſed rather in the decline of life, had 
not the clearneſs of his ſoft blue eyes, and the 
dazzling whiteneſs of his teeth, proved that 
he had yet ſcarcely. reached its meridian, — 
His voice was harmonious, and, in his whole 
exterior, gentleman was imprinted too plainly 
to be miſtaken. He ſeemed, however, 
much agitated, and ſeveral times paced the 
room up and down, unmindful either of 
Miſs Delville's aſſurances that Mrs. Delas+ 
main was not under that roof, or of her in: 


vitations to him to be ſeated, 


About Give minutes had elapſed. ſince his | 
| entrance, and ſhewed him not inthe leaſt diſ- 5 


poſed to depart, when his tete· d- tete with 
VOL, I, T2 Philippa 
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\, vaniſhed from his countenance, and only 


the Indignant fluſh of anger was ſeen there; 
which ſeemed to convey volumes of exprel- 


ion, he addreſſed his ſiſter, ſaying— 


- ceurteous Knight?“ 


| ſtranger, quickly turning round, faid 
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Philippa was interrupted by the coming in 
of Delville. 


Sir Piercy's eyes ſtruck fire as he perceived 


the ſtranger, The pale traces of melancholy 


and after a ſingle glance at the. intruder, 


4% Philippa, do you know who is this 


No,“ whiſpered Miſs Delville, alarmed 
at the evident deſign to inſult the ſtranger 
diſplayed by Sir Piercy. But hoſtile inten- 


tions now proved to be mutual; for the 


haughtily— op 
ES TT = NM 
2 x \ : * f 5 
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To” 


"M My name is Henry Delamain, and it is 


FO bor ne e by a coward. Fr 


« T ſhall not take the word of a. villain + 
for his own courage,” returned Delville, 
with affected careleſſneſs, but with a look 
of bitterneſs and | indignation. 


IL am ready to engrave it on your perſon 
with any inſtrument you pleaſe,” returned 


Mr. Delamain, with the moſt provoking 


_ coolneſs, and continuing to traverſe the 


room to and fro. 


Then I ſhould counſel you to go and 
prepare yourſelf,“ cried Delville, ſtill en- 


deavouring to affect calmneſs. TE. 


„% There is no occaſion,” replied his . 
Ponent.— VE hilf wear this dreſs,” gt 


1 
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- «. you muſt not preſume to mention that 
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cing at his uniform, «Tam always prepared 
for the chaſtiſement of inſolence.“ 


, 


N Will you oblige me, Sir,” faid Delville, 
angrily, © to deſire you may n go 
about _ buſineſs ? 


« My buſineſs, Sir, 1s with my wiſe,” 
anſwered the impenetrable intruder. 


« hich of your. wives, Mr. Delamain ?” 


; . _ 
= | » 


'« My only wife, Sir Piercy. Delville | She 


who was once Serena Hennington.“ 


„ 


« Take care, Sir,” ſaid Delville, ſternly; | 


lady in the preſence of her guardian.” 


. CC And 


— 
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7 And pray, Sir,” rejoined Mr. Dela i 
main, bowing ſarcaſtically, who made :y0u 
the guardian of Mrs. Delamain ?” 


« He whoſe Jaſt moments your baſeneſ⸗ 
embittered he whoſe ſiſter you 7wice 
wantonly betrayed that George 'Henning- 
ton who once honaured you with his friend- 
ſhip, but whoſe injured ſpirit will aid the 
avenging arm of one who Tevered, loved, 
and pitied him l“ = 


Sir Piercy' 8, like all warm and it 


| natures, was eaftly ſoftened by tendern 1 


and the recollection of his friend made him 
pronounce the laſt lentence in a tone of 
more feeling than anger. 


Mis Delville thought this the moment 
when her interference was likely to prove 
po ſuccesful. 
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ſucceſiful, She entreated them both to be 
 cpacified, and not to alarm the unhappy ſub- 
ject of their altercation by their vehemence. 
e particularly addreſſed herſelf to Mr. 
Delamain; but turned from him with diſ- 
. guſt, when, with the eaſieſt air imaginable, 
he began to pay her the moſt inſinuating 
compliments on her perſuaſive powers. 


0 at that moment e who had 
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been diſturbed by the hum of mingling 
voices below ſtairs, opened the door of the 
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en but pnable to advance, ſhe could 
"0 lean againſt i it, and gaze n upon 


Delvile and Delamain alternately. 
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Miſs Delville approached her, and 
though unable to comprehend the ſcene 


that had Juſt paſſed, clearly underſtanding 
that 
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that this could be no proper place for Serena, 
requeſted her to retire; at the ſame time 


ſhe dared not offer to accompany her, as 
chat muſt leave the gentlemen entirely un 


reſtrained. 


Her voice rouſed Serena from the torpor 
of aſtoniſhment ; and inftead of retreating, 


the advanced to the ſtranger, fayi ing, with 


: an air of reſentful dignity— 


7 
©, 


„How comes it, Mr. Delamain, that I 


nen rt 4080 8 ito 


on Can you be ſurpriſed, Serena, that 
were you even to conceal yourſelf, in the 


bowels of the earth, 1 ſhould purſue the 2 
fearch till [ found you out 8 4x 


e Ee, SERENA, 
0 T: rue, ed have N had proof 
"how perlerering 1 is your cruelty! But * 


3s rer 8 Nec r. ET 


« « To prove to you that I am wholly 
our s, and to oblige you to own ro 


- mine, anſwered he. 


. * Mr. Delamain ! your's !—Oh 
never 
Serena, I can ſubſtantiate my claim, 
returned Delamain. But, added he, 
% why do ] ſpeak to my wife in the preſence 
of theſe two perſons? Come, my love, you 
8 15 preſent eas my little "EO ; 


An infi dious ſmile ed his words, 
"on me put his arm round her waiſt ; but 


Serena, 


* 


3 5 
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— lien ſtarted away with the 

fame horror ſhe would have done, had a 

ſerpent entwined her in its folds. Regard- 2 
leſs of the terror ſhe manifeſted, Mr. Dela- 
main would have taken her 1 in his arms to 
carry her up ſtairs; but Sir Piercy darted 


forwards, and ſeizing him by the collar, 


threw him, with conſiderable violenee, 
againſt the oppoſite ſide of the room; at the 
fame time offering his aſſiſtance to the 


Y - trembling Serena, who, after two or three 


quick ſhrill raed ſank ſenſeleſs on the 
floor. N N Eonar: 


Philippa, in an agony of terror, flew to 
raiſe her; ; whilſt Delville, as if bewildered 
by the circumſtances that had octurred, 
food beſide her, gazing on the inanimate 4 


object of his fondeſt affections with a fort "0 | 
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of ſtoical apathy, which was the effect of 
Heling too highly rained. to give, emotion 
t 


+. p . 4 # + * 4 * 
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As ſoon as Mr. Delamaina little recovered 
from the ſtunning effects of the rough treat- 
ment he had met with, he advanced to the 


little group; no longer the ſmiling, inſolent 

Delamain, but pride, ſhame, and ſorrow 

mingling in his fine features, and Mitating 
him too much even for reſentment againft 
? Sir Piercy, who, in the moment that he knelt 
A beſide Serena, threw himſelf alſo on his 
| knees, and almoſt unconſcious of what he 

was doing, gave him a violent blow, - whilſt 
he raiſed the Ong. head of Serena to his 
. befom. 
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Delamain ſtarted at this ſecond outrage; 


but compunction reigned in his heart, and 
made him humble. nel e 241 


Even this repeated inſult, Delville, 1 
can bear, cried he, —< I feel that you are 
the worthy protector of the angel I fo cruelly 
injured ; but do not, when repentant, con- 
ſign me to everlaſting miſery. Suffer me 
to atond for the wrongs I have committed, 


and be my friend,” 


Delville was moved; he felt indignant at 
| bis own want of ſelf-command, and gladly 
would he have expiated, with his life, the 

blow he had given, but his whole ſoul re- 
volted againſt Delamain, and he replied— 


" Friendfhip, Mr. Delamain, is not for 
us, Tam ready to give you uny Gatisfadtion | 


— 


SERENA. 


a -aſe for theinſult 1 have offered: you; 
bit to take to my heart the deſtroyer of 
the peace, the honour, almoſt the exiſtence 


of the woman I adore, is not for a ſpirit like 
mine. Everlaſtingly you will find me your 
foe! The power veſted in me by my un- 
fortunate friend, I ſhall ever exert, to divide 
you from the ſweet victim of your perfidy. 
His expiring entreaties, to be mindful of her 
honour and happineſs, thall be attended to; 
and while L live, I will defend them.” 


The haughty ſpirit of Delville flaſhed 
from his eyes as he ſpoke, and his frame 
trembled with emotion; but a ſpirit as 
proud, though not ſo fiery as his own, was 
rouſed in Delamain, and he angrily de- 
manded that his child ſhould be given up 
o him. 


The 


* 
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Pe 


gung (wougn not t yet + perfectly fen- 
ble) that word only—* Delville has pro- | 
miſed to protect and be a parent to it.. 
3 I did, my love, my Se ena 1” cried 
Delville, fondly raiſing her to a ſeat, whilft 
Miſs Delville held and chafed her bands, 3 
«and 11 never will forfeit my) word.” 88 
ee © You wh, Sir,” hin Mr. Dela- 
main, enraged. —* You ſhall not deprive 
me of my ſon, or of the woman I love.— 
Voluntarily ſhe became my wife, and 1 will 
never 1 up my claim.“ | 


Ws Is it for you, Sir, to advance that 
daim ?” cried Delville, indignantly.- — Do 1 

you forget that, at the time when you ſtole 
| 3-7; „ be 
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5 the affections, and received the vows. of 
Miſs. Hennipgton, your own were already 


plighted to another? Has it totally eſcaped 


your memory, that no other than Honora 

Seward ever had a legal claim to the title of 
Ms. e N 

TY c eee to all time,“ exclaimed the 

almoſt frenzied Delamain, „ be the hour 

that united me to infamy ! But our engage- 

ments are for ever diffolved, and Serena ſhall 


7 


in reality be my wite,” a 


oF yer, never, Mr. Delamain,” ſaid that 


young lady, with renovated reſolution, — 
Never can I honour a man who could pro- 
feſs to love, yet do me the cruelleſt injuries. 
Severe has, been the penance [ have under- 
1 gone for my weak attachment to you, — 

ö The 
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* 


The peſt of men, and moſt ml of bro-. 


thers, I have ſeen, broken- hearted by the 
conſideration of his outraged honour, borne 


to the grave. Perſecution and diſgrace 1 


have ſuffered! Deſpair and ſorrow have 
taken everlaſting root in my heart; and 


think you that I will ; NOW: meanly conſent ; 
to unite myſelf to the man who has ſo baſely 


betrayed my confidence, and broken my 
peace ? No, Sir; I can now be thankful to 
you for your deceptions, and rejoice. that I 


never was your wife, at the ſame time that 1 


declare my irrevocable reſolution- never to 
endow you with any power over me. The 


love I once felt for you is loſt,” 


45 Þ your attachment to another PP inter- 
rupted Mr. Delamain, in a tone of impa- 


* 


= 


tient reſentment. 1 95 2 4 50k ft 
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The firmneſs which Serena had, with fo 
{ans difficulty, acquired, ſeemed, for a 
moment, to be ſhaken by this inſinuation; 
but her mind, naturally ſtrong, and now 
Touled from the lethargy of grief that had 
fo long obſcured its faculties, yielded not to 
, the ee of her deſtiny. * 


N Nö, _ ſhe bis = not in my at- 
tachment to another, but in my juſt indig- 
nation at the mean batbarity of your con- 
Nuct towatds me. Had you been contented 
with one ſacrifice of my hönour, I could 
hate forgiven, and perhaps loved you ftill ; 

but when your baſeneſs was reiterated, when 
I tound myſelf a ſecond time deceived and 
| betrayed, it was not for the ſiſter of the 
_ abuſed, the indignant Hennington to teal 


for you any ſentiment but deteſtation !' 
=: 8 


SER EN A. „ 
If I have ſince, and the pale counte- 
nance of the lovely Serena was ſuffuſed with 
a faint glow; and-her eyes mechanically were 
turned from him to whom, as well as him 
of whom ſhe ſpoke if I have ſince, to 
the noble friend of my unfortunate brother, 
the champion: of my innocence, the faithful 
guardian of the ſecret of my weakneſs, given 
all the animated tenderneſs of which my 
heart 1s capable, it was not the cauſe, but the 
conſequence of its total eſtrangement from 
you. But there too, Sir, kave you blighted | 
every promiſe of "happineſs, or even of peace 
for the ſoul of your victim; for every throb 
of affection that 1 feel at my heart, for the 
moſt deſerving of men, wrings it with ſe- 
verer anguiſh than any conſideration of 
poverty, of my deſtitute ſtate, or my blaſted 
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Serena pauſed, and the emotions of her 
| auditors being nearly equal to her own, 
allowed them not to break ſilence till, . = 
covering the ſuſpended powers of ſpeech 
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28 Oh Delville! '” ſhe Wbt in a tone 
| of tender ſupplication, and the moſt engag- 
ing modeſty i in her countenance and action, 

as the timidly took his hand“ dear, in- 
eſtimable Delville, can you forgive the 
- 2wretched Serena for being the ſource of 
_ -unhappineſs to you—of unhappineſs which 
deſtiny forbids even her efforts to remove? 
Withdraw from me that fond and generous 
attachment, of which it has been the un- 
conſtibus ſolacè of my life for thoſe laſt fad 
"fix months, to note' the progress. Baniſh 
from your heart every thought of me; or! 
think I could endure that you ſhould deteſt 
8 Tn x 


' 


” 5 3 : 


hn 
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me, 1 it reſtore your peace of mind. 
Think of me only as a mother, without the 

title of a wife, and feeling for her offspring 50 


only the inſlinctive kindneſs of n think 


95 


of me- 


It is well done, Madam,” interrupted 
Mr. Delamain, his native havg'tineſs fluſh- 
ing his countenance, and but ill ſeconding 
bis profeſſion of penitence “ it is well done, 
Madam, to receive a man, who comes to : 
| prove repentance of his errors, with revilings 
of himſelf, and profeſſions of tenderneſs for 

another! But for your child, that child, 
which, for its father's ſake, it ſeems is hatefal _ 
| to Neu, of it I ſhall take charge Fiche! 
n | 1 

IP Had not Mr. Delcnaks mania his 
T ec; of "EA _e little Piercy from his 
" 01:26! 1927 mother, 


A SER E NA, 
mother, it is probable that he might long 
have ſpoken without obtaining any great 
degree of attention to his words, either from 
the perſon to whom they were addreſſed, or | 
any other. Delville, a prey to feelings na- 
turally ſtrong, and awakened to agony by 
the contention of emotions which the paſſing 
events, and the conduct of Serena had given 
birth to, had thrown himfelf into a chair, 
and leaned his throbbing temples againſt 
the boſom of his ſiſter, whoſe arms Encircled 
bis neck; while Serena, whoſe expreſſive 
- countenance ſhe wed the anguiſh of mind ſhe | 
endured; ſtill held his hand, and gazed on 
His features with a mixture of tenderneſs 
and forrow. in her own, unſpeak * af- 
wy 
-Her child was, cotwithftading he re- 


| proached herſelf for not loving it ſufficiently, 
„ inexpreſibly 


1 SERENA, 189 
inexpreſfibly dear to her. It was true that 
ſhe felt not for it the enthuſiaſtic fondneſs 
ſhe would probably have done, had ſhe been 
able to conſider it as an additional bond of 
alfection to a man whom ſhe loved: it was, 
on the contrary, a painful memorial of thoſe 
injuries ſhe had endured from its father, and 
an inſurmountable barrier, which her cruel 
deſtiny had reared between her aud Lelville, 
whom ſhe adored, as his merit deſerved.— 
But no Tooner did Delamain mention a ſe- 
paration from it, than ſhe forgot every thing 
but her maternal fondneſs; and having in 
vain employed every other means of detach. 
ing him from his cruel purpoſe, ſhe even 
deſcended to entreaty, and conjured him to 
ſuffer her infant to remain with her daring 
the ſhort ſpace that ſorraw ſeemed to. allot 
for the meaſure of her ee 
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Mr. Delamain was not inhuman in his 


nature ; he could not reſiſt the fair pleader, 
whom he promiſed ſhould retain Ber child, 
on condition that ſhe conſented to fee him 
in the morning, in hopes ſhe might then 
more favourably incline to the gratification 


of his wiſhes, Having obtained this pro- 


mile, he was leaving the cottage, when he 
perceived the ſituation of the wretched Del- 
ville, who till fat ſupported by his ſiſter, his 
whole appearance ſtrongly marking the tu- 
mult of emotions that raged in his boſom ; 


and his heart ſmote him for the diſtreſs ot 


which he had been the cauſe. He advanced 


. to Delville, and taking his hand 


« Sir Piercy,” ſaid he, © we are rivals, 
find, but we ſhould be friends. Believe-me, 
I know how to eſtimate thoſe virtues which 
; I can» 


o 
8 
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I cannot practiſe. I know, I foel how ſtrong 
muſt be your influence 1 in the mind of my 
Serena, but I am not abje& enough to de- 
fire you to employ it in my favour ; I ſhall 
content myſelf with reſting 1t on your 
nour to make no attempts to induce her 5 
revoke the promiſe, on which I build all ai 
hopes of returning Peace. | 
Nor ſhall you find your confidence in 
me miſplaced,” cried Delville, ſtarting from 
his ſeat, and, with evident agitation in his 
ar, hurrying Delamain from the room.— 


« I will depart with you.“ 


25 Hold, * pity's fake 1%? exclaimed 
Serena and Miss Delville at once, both en- 


deavouring to detain the gentlemen. 
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5 % What ds you mean, Philippa! * ſaid 
2 Deville, pauſing on the threſhold, and turn- 
ing to his ſiſter. 


That you muſt not go with 


Mr. Delamain; that you muſt. go home 


with me! Only think,” ſhe added, 


in breathleſs terror, © how I am to get 


home by myſelf fuck a night as this!“ 


« Permit me, Madam,” ſaid Delamain, 


with all the inſinuating grace that ſeemed 
natural to him, to have the honour of 
aſſiſting Sir Piercy in the enviable office of 


your protector.“ 


Philippa (hrunk w ith abhortence from the 


ſmiling ſubtilty that dictated his offer of 
protection, and maſked, with deepeſt diſſi- 


malation, the intentions hoſtile to her re- 


poſe, excited by the words of Delville, and 
| which 


III , ob 
which he meant not to forego: but Serena, 
now the moſt compoſed of the whole party, 
flew to fetch a long cloak from the table, 
W where her friend had, on her arrival at the 
I Z cottage, placed it, and aſfiſting her to put it 
= on, begged ſhe would not remain longer 
from Home, leſt the night ſhould become 
more unpropitious ; and Philippa, perfectly 
underſtanc ing her, took the arm of her bro- 
ther, and wiſhing her a good night, de- 


_ parted, followed by Mr. Delamain.” 


J 


Thus left alone, the hapleſs Serena, agi- 
tated by the paſt, and trembling at her an- 
ticipation of the future, inſtead of retiring 
to her bed, or even to the fide of that where 
lay her child, remained in the parlour | 
liſtening to the receding footſteps of her 
viſiters for ſome moments, and then fallied | 
"Oh bs: . | into ; 
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: and the moon beamed faintly through the 


5 foliage, that, heavy with rain drops, hung 


the wetnels of the ground, ſhe continued to 
when the feeble cry of her infant reminded 
her of the neceſſity of attending to it, which 


-ſhe inſtantly did; but not before the had 


- worſt conſequences, 


7 SERENA. 
into the little grafly court, to hear them 
more diſtinctly. The night was now fair, 


over the roof of the cottage.— The mild 


luſtre of that bgautiful planet ſeemed to have 
a ſoothing influence over the perturbed 


mind of Serena; and totally indifferent to 


walk to and fro in the court for near an hour, 


caught ſo ſevere a cold as threatened the 


HA. 
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CHAP. IX. 


IN total filence did the trio, on theif de- 
parture from the cottage, proceed till they 
reached the park gate of Somerſet Caſtle.— 
Mr. Delamain there bade his companions | 
good night ; and as he was going from them, 
Sir Piercy made a ſudden attempt to ſtep 
aiter him ; but, by a ſort of gentle violence, 
was detained by Philippa, till Delamain, 
having diſappeared, he ſilently gave up the 
point, and proceeded with her to the Caſtle. 3 
it was not till they were about to enter, that wy 1 
Nis Delville, breaking through the long 'S 1 3 
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meaning, had he not, at that moment, 
opened the library door, and thus prevented 
her, by himſelf going into the room, whi- 
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: her, ſhe was obliged to follow. 


- ps ; and notwithſtanding Philippa was nos 
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filence, aſked her brother if the might not 
now be informed of the particulars of 
Serena's diſaſtrous and eventful hiſtory. 


<< Not immediately now,” replied ane, | 
% To-morrow—yes, to-morrow you ſhall 
know all ! There may then be other events 
to communicate.” . 


* 


8 Miſs Delville would have demanded his 


ther, as the Count de Melanville was walk- 
ing up and down the room, and had ſeen 


She ad- 
vanced to the table where Mrs. Powis was fits 


+ e the frame of mind to take much 


notice 


notice of any thing, ſhe could not help ob- 
ſerving her couſin's countenance to wear an 
air of thoughtfulneſs and even gloom, very 
unuſual to it. Neither, however, ſpoke, 
and Miſs Delville ſeated herſelf near the 


fire. Oa the table lay, a bouquet of fine 


ſpring flowers, their ſtalks bound up with 
the back of a letter, addrefled to the Che- 
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valier de Moldine, for ſuch (except in the 


Caſtle) was the name De Melanville ſtill bore, 


As both the fair couſins were fond of flowers, © 
but ſeldom went in ſearch of them, it had 
often been the amuſement of the Count, 


during his evening rambles in the gardens, 


to ſelect and bring them in, to lay on the I q 
work-table of the ladies, Concluding. = 


thoſe had been placed there by him, Miſs. 
Delville took them up, and ſelecting a jon- 
l quil from the reft, put it in her boſom. Mrs. 
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PTowis obſerved. the action, and exclaimed, 
half peeviſhly— 


“Lord, Philippa, how can you endure 
the ſme!l of jonquils ? 1 proteſt they are 


quite too powerful for me!“ 


| And as ſhe ſpoke, ſhe ſeized the unoffend- + 
ing bouquet, and flung it to the fartheſt 


corner of the room: 


Miſs Delville felt hurt at the bruſquerie 


of her couſin, which ſeemed to ſhew a ſlight 
'to the Count ; and being ever of the num- 
ber of the peace - makers, ſhe very quietly 
went to the place where the nolegay had 


fallen, and picked it from the floor. The 


Count, who ſaw what ſhe was about, though 


he had not obſerved the diſgrace of the 


wx A 


flowers, 
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flowers, flew to prevent her ſtooping; but 
was in time only to make Philippa bluſh the 
deepeſt crimſon, as ſhe diſcovered how much 
the bouquet had ſuffered. Moſt of the 
bells were broken from the hyacintns, of 
which it was partly compoſed, and were 
ſcattered on the floor; but ſhe gathered 
them all up, and calling for a glaſs of water, 
placed the remaining ſtems in it on the 


mantle - piece. 


This little trait of attentive kindneſs in 
her couſin, did not eſcape the fair widow ;— 
it made her both ſigh and bluſh, Philippa 
thought there was reaſon for the latter; but 


for the former ſhe could not account, 


though ſhe echoed it back from her own 
heart, | 
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At a very early hour, which the tacitur- 
nity of the whole party made them think 
very much the reverſe, they all retired to 
their reſpective apartments, where, whilſt 


they remain, it may not be amiſs to relate 


ſome family circumſtances, that may tend to 
illuſtrate the events, or (more - properly 
ſpeaking) the diſputes of the foregoing 
chapter. 


The parents of Honora Seward were well 


born, and well educated, but indigent and 
- ambitious ; and to the two latter circum- 
ſtances it is moſt probable their only child 


owed her unhappineſs and ſübſequent diſ- 


grace. Mrs. Seward, who was an elegant 


and highly accompliſhed woman, early 


began to train her daughter in thoſe purſuits 
TE that would be moſt likely to promote her 


favourite 
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favourite plan that of marrying her advan- 
tageouſly; and as the young Honora had i 1 
native taſte and genius, together with a do- 
cile diſpoſition, her exterior, - though ex- 
tremely beautiful, was, at foutteen, in the 
eyes of all her friends, but the caſket which 
contained a gem of yet ſuperior worth and 


* 


brilliancy. | : A: 


| What Honora might have beatz had her 
deſtiny been different from what it was, it. 
were nerdleſt to deſcribe—what he: * 


was, painful. 
In "R Sine dawn of childhood,. Miſs : 
Seward had a. playfellow, whom ſhe loved 5 | 
with the fondeſt affection, and whoſe tender-- 
neſs for her, as her's for him, grew up with .. | 
them both, and aſſumed the form of love, 5 
* 5 at 
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at a period of both their lives when that paſ« 
ſion takes the deepeſt hold on the human 
heart : in William Oſborne's at leaſt it 
did. This youth, who was almoſt fix years 
older than Honora, was tlie heir of a modeſt 


N independence, which would have been am- 
ply competent to the indulgence of his 
every wiſh, had he not, whilſt Honora was 
yet a child, and himſelf little more, marked 
the ambitious views of Mr. and Mrs. 
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With a prudence very remarkable in fo 
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young a man, William was extremely care- 


ful never to. give to Honora the ſlighteſt. 


_— = ry 
o 
— . . — 
2 — Aa, bees 
= a r 
— — — — 


hint of the nature of his ſentiments for her; 


and even when, before ſhe had entered her 
ſixteenth 


SERENA, : 203 
fixteenth year, he ſaw her on the point of 
marriage with the affluent Mr. Delamain, 
he had reſolution to conceal his bitter diſ- 
appointment from her : nor did he breathe 
one word that could put her upon an exa- 
mination of what her own feelings were 


towards him. 
85 
Mr. Delamain, however (than whom few 
men poſſeſſed a greater ſhare of penetration), 
almoſt with a glance made himſelf maſter of 
the ſecret of young Oſborne but as he did 
not perceive any ſign of a participation of * 
on the part of Honora, he was ſatisfied and 
immediately after their marriage, took her 
with him to the metropolis. Here, ſur- 
rounded by ſplendour, admired, and indulged, 
the giddy Honora embarked on the ocean of 
the gay world „ With every thing neceſſary 8 
4 "I (except 
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(except a ſkilful pilot) to render her an 
honour to all thoſe connected with her. 


5 When Mrs. Delamain was about twelve 
: years old, ſhe had, as moſt girls are apt to 
do with thoſe for whom they have an affec- 
tion, exchanged a lock of her hair with 
William Oſborne for one of his; and a 
+ ſhort. time after her going to London, 
on removing the contents from her old 
pocket-book, into a ſplendid new one, given 
| her by Mr. Delamain, ſhe found this lock 
of hair, and reſolved to beſtow on it ſome 
mark of the affection ſhe felt for its former 
owner. Notwithſtanding ſhe had a childiſh | 
_ paſſion for ornaments, her huſband had pres 
ſented her ſuch a number, that it was a 
matter of ſome conſideration to diſcover 


any one ſhape in which it was poſſible to 
| | h ſorm 
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SERENA. - 
form a trinket in which to ſet William's. 
hair, that would not be ſimilar to ſome ſhe 
already poſſeſſed. At length a ring was 

reſolved on; and as this train of nne. 

and the circumſtance that cauſed ts; had. 
occurred during the intervening. time be- 
tween her making tea for breakfaſt, and Mr. 
Delamain coming to partake of it, ſhe hur- 
ried over the meal with all poſſible expedi- 

tion, and ordered the carriage. 


« And let the coachman make haſte,” _ 
added Mrs. Delamain, when ſhe gave her 
orders to the tootman. She was then hafſ- 


tening from the room, when Mr. Delamain 


caught hold of her hand, and was drawing 
her down on his knee, as was his frequent 
cuſtom ; but ſhe entreated him not to detain 
her, as ſhe was in the N all poſfible 


hurries. WY 
« And 
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1 haſtily, 


reſpect by his wife, though he often played 


her preſent behaviour rather unceremonious : 


a cloud ſtole over his expreſſive counte- 


withhold her from going, Honora left the 
room without noticing his diſpleaſure. 


tremely elegant—a large braid of hair ſur- 


* 


* And what to do, my love? enquired 
her huſband. 


« No matter,” anſwered Honora, 


Mr. Delamain liked to be treated with 


childiſhly with her himſelf; and he thought 


nance ; but as he no Jonger attempted to 


In a few. days Mrs. Delamain procured 
the ring from the jeweller who had made it. 


It was done by her own directions, and ex- 


. — No rounded 
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rounded with brilliants, and the initials 
W. O. in brilliants alſo. Notwithſtanding it 
was only the day before that Mr. Delamain | 
exprefled his diſapprobation of the number 
| of ornaments uſually worn by his wife, ſhe 
no ſooner received this, than ſhe put it on 
her finger with artleſs exultation in its 


3s 


beauty, 


Admiring her ring as ſhe did herſelf, it 
might be imagined that Honora would de- 
rive pleaſure from ſeeing the eyes of her 
huſband fixed on it the whole time they 
were at dinner ; inſtead of which, it gave 
her a ſ{enſation of uneaſineſs, and ſhe took 
an opportunity, when the ſcrutiny of his. 
gaze appeared for a moment relaxed, to pull 
off the ring, and depoſit it in her pocket. — 
Mr. Dehne did not think proper ts; 5 


48 „ r- A. 
notice this action; but when the cloth was: 
removed, and the ſervants withdrawn, he de- 
fired to ſee her new ring. Honora; bluſhing 
deeply, at firſt pretended. not to underſtand 
"him; but at length produced' the trinket in. 
queſtion ;: and though the ſullen ſtexnneſs of 
her huſband's manner made her (fearing, 
ſhe knew not why, his diſpleaſure) prevari- 
cate a. little to the queſtion of whoſe the 
hair was, ſhe at length owned that it be- 
longed to William Oſborne. Mr. Dela. 
main, with an increaſing air of ſullenneſs, 
then, without repreſenting to his innocent 
and thoughtleſs wife the impropriety of her 
wearing the rin g, abruptly commanded that 
ſhe might not again put it on. 
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In that caſe,” ſaid Honora, with a difs 
—— 80 J. might as well not have 
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« I am perfectly of your opinion,” re- 
plied her huſband ; © nor can I ſee that you 
haveany buſineſs whatever with that young 


fellow's hair.“ 


A thought darted acroſs the mind of Mrs. 
Delamain: ſhe had heard that a jealous 
huſband was no phenamenon in the world, 
and inſtantly decided that Mr. Delamain was | 


jealous, In this conviction ſhe formed a 


ſudden reſolution to ſacrifice every thing to 
reſlore his quiet. This was, however, no 
more than to return to young Ofborne his 
hair, at the fame time infofming him that 
Mr, Delamain was diſpleaſed at finding it 
in her poſſeſſion. She would have executed 


this reſolution without much pain to her= | 


quence, had Delamain been any other than 
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the man he was; but his temper was at once 


ſullen and irritable; and his diſpoſition 
ſtrongly tinctured with jealouſy, at the ſame 


time that he had the inclination, and more 


than ſufficient art to conceal it. The art- 
leſs, the inexperienced Honora thought ſhe 


diſcovered this. propenſity ; but in fact, 


though ſhe did happen to gueſs rightly, the 

| had no juſt reaſon for the ſuppoſition, and 
her diſcovery may therefore be ſtill juſtly 
| eſteemed chimerical. 


During, the Whole evening, which was 
— at home, and without company, Mr. 
Delamain' ) manners were repulſive; and 
obſerving that his Lady' s ſpirits were de- 


preſſed, his converſation conſiſted of a ſeries 


of inuendoes on the cauſe of her gloom, 
which he very kindly attributed to her 
ſullen 
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ſullen refentment of his prohibition of her 1 


wearing the ring with Oſborne's hair. 


At a much earlier hour than uſual, Mr. 
Delamain prepoled retiring to bed ; but. 
 Honora ſaid if ſhe did ſo, ſhe ſhould not 
ſleep the whole night, and declined going to 
her room for another hour, though ſhe re- 
commended it to her huſband to go, if he 
was weary of ſitting up. Mrs, Delamain had 
frequently done preciſely the ſame: thing; 
but on this night it was peculiarly offenſive . 
to him, and he went away muttering his 
diſcontent, Honora inſtantly put away her 
work to follow him; but recollecting her 
purpole of reſtoring the hair to its former 
owner, ſhe thought this would be a good 
time to perform the buſineſs ; and antici- 
pating her triumph when ſhe ſhould tell 
5 Mr. 
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Mr. Delamain how promptly he had beer 
obeyed, ſhe fat down to write a letter to 
Oſborne, which was to accompaiy the ring. 


In the frame of mind that Honora then 
found herſelf, and with all the imprudence 
incident to a girl of fixteen, it may be ſup- 
poſed that her letter was not precifely ſo 


Proper as it would probably have been, had 
Mr. Delamain kindly been the dictator of 


it ; but fuch as it was, it was that night put 
into a box with the ring, and given to a ſer- 


vant to take to the mail-coach office. Honora 


then retired to her chamber, impatient 
to inform her huſband of what ſhe had done; 
but ſhe found him, as ſhe at firſt thought, 
faſt aſleep, though afterwards convinced 
that his flumbers were only feigned, to avoid 


her converſation. 
| Thus 


4. 


Thus did mutual diſtruſt, and conſe- 
quently mutual unhappineſs, ſteal in be- 


tween Henry and Honora Delamain. The 
gentleman perſiſted in that kind of conduct 
| which on- that evening ſo much diſtreſſed 


his Lady, and ſhe, in proceſs of time, loſt 
all the reſpectful regard ſhe had once borne 
him; and though within a year after their 
marriage ſhe preſented him a daughter, it 
came too late to reſtore any part of that 
felicity that had flown long before from 8 


their abode. 
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CHAP. K. 


8 TRE affair of the ring ſeemed deſtined to 
prove fatal to the peace and honour of the 
unhappy Honora, for it introduced a cor- 
125 reſpondence witb William Oſborne, which 

proved by no means favourable to her ma 
trimonial duties ; and as this little kiflory 
of Honora is merely epiſodical, it is nced- 
leſs to trace the various degrees of her de- 
ſcent from: virtue, but fimply fay, that it 
was near fix years after her marriage that 
ſhe retired to the cottage (now the abode of 
Serena), .as much to avoid Delamain, whom 
ſne 
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ſhe deteſted, as to enjoy the ſociety of 
William Oſborne, whom ſhe loved. 


Long before Mrs. Delamain left her huſ- 
band's houſe, that huſband had been totally 
indifferent to her; but notwithſtanding this 
was the caſe, he would not have tamely 
ſubmitted to be diſgraced, had not his entire 
negle& of his Lady, combined with her 
circumſpection in her connection with 
Oſborne, completely concealed it from his 


knowled ge. 


A few months before the period of Mrs. : 
Delamain's retirement, buſineſs of -import-_ 
ance had induced Mr. Delamain to go over 
to Jamaica; and he happened to take his 
| paſſage in the ſame ſhip that alſo conveyed. 
to the Weſt Indies Lieutenant George 

Hennington 
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eon and his lovely _ the in- 
tereſting Serena. 


The hiſtory and citcumſtances of theſe 
young people were ſoon known to Mr. 
Delamain, and may be thus * told. 


Their father, the Honourable Mr. Hen: 
nington, whoſe | circumſtances were far 
from being affluent, early in life married 
' the daughter of a very poor Earl, with a 
large portion of beauty, elegance, and good- 

80 neſs, but without a ſingle ſhilling to form a 

proviſion for her, and for her children, when . 

her huſband loſt his life in the memorable 

* Still Water. 


On 3 very ſlender 5 however, Lady 


- Sophia. os, contrived to ſupport 
herſelf 
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nne _ 
herſelf and Serena (the only one of her chil- 
dren, except George, who reached the third 
year of their age), and, by her own unwea- 
ried aſſiduities, to give her daughter an ele- 
gant, as well as uſeful education. For 
George, who was ten years older than his- 
ſiſter, he was placed in the Navy, and ob- 


tained the rank of Lieutenant ſoon after the 


gath of his father, the only favour the long 
efvices, and unfortunate deſtiny of that 
gallant Officer could ever obtain from Go- 


rernment for his family. - 


When Serena was about ſeventeen, her 
mother alſo died; den hw penſion, and 
an annuity her ſon had, by ſaving his prize 
money, purchaſed for her, died with her, 
ber unfortunate child was obliged to think 
| of ſome means of earning her bread. A 

VOL, I. N moſt 
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moſt advantageous ſituation, as a governeſ; 
to a family i in Jamaica, being beld out to 
her, ſhe accepted of it; and her brother 
procuring four months! leave of abſence from 
his ſhip, undertook the voyage with her, in 
order himſelf to ſee her under the protec- 


tiog of the family ſhe was to live with. 


It was during this voyage, which was 
tedious and uncomfortable, that Mr. Delz 
main firſt learned to wiſh Honora Seward 
had never -been his wife, Hitherto his 
Indifference towards her (from the firſt fix 
weeks of their marriage) had been ſo perted, 
that his being married at all ſometimes 
eſcaped his recollection; but he ſoon felt 
thoſe ſentiments for the fair orphan as led 
him to execrate thoſe engagements which 
forbade him to offer her his hand. Seeing 
her 


$ 


"SEREN 


Chor ok the proton of ber 


2 [ 9 : 
brother, | 


whom he was irrefiſtibly drawn to admire and 


love, he was well aware that to 


form any 


diſhonourable plans to procure this lovely i 


girl would be to no purpoſe whatever; and 


he deſpaired of obtaining her, at 


time when chance and love were © 


18 throw her into his arms. 
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the very | 


onſpiring 


In eleven weeks from the ſhip leaving 


England, the voyage terminated, - = 


Mils | 


Hennington took poſſeſſion of her employ. 5 
ment in the family of Mr. Harland, at 


Kingſton; J and in a few weeks Lieutenant 


Hennington returned to Europe, ha 


ving firſt 


formed a friendſhip, he imagined inviolable, 


with the elegant, the inſidious Delamain. 


The latter gentleman was not long be- 


3 


fore he contrived to eſtabliſh himſelf as an = 


intimate 
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| intimate with Mr. Harland, to whom, as to 
every other perſon in the iſland, he was, on 
his arrival, a total ſtranger. This was done 
merely with a view of frequently ſeeing the 
-faſcinating Serena, who remained not long 
in 1gnorance of the love the had inſpired in 
his boſom, and was ſo little careful to con- 


ceal the innocent predilection ſhe had con- 


ceived for him, that Mr. Delamain formed 


the deteſtable idea of betraying her to ſhame 


and miſery by marrying, or affecting to 


marry her. During the whole of her ac- 


quaintance with Mr. Delamain, Serena never 


had the ſligliteſt reaſon to ſuppoſe that he 


already had a wife; and on his offering the 


moſt generous propoſals to her, ſhe made 
not any ſcruple to accept him as a huſ- 


band. 


Mis 


WE” - 


ils 


* 


Miiſs Hennington might, in doing this, 
be accuſed perhaps of want of affection and 


confidence in her brother; but often, even 
during the voyage from England, had he 


noted the growing attachment between his ; 


| fiter and his friend ; and often, in her pre- 


ſence, breathed the moſt - fervent wiſhes 


that he might ſome day or other behold them 


united in marriage, 1 Z. # 


iT 
Sy 


F 3 —— 1 * : 


As ſoon as ICC 2 ceremony had taken 
place, Serena removed to an elegant houſe, 


that had been engaged for three years by her 


perfidious betrayer, who propoſed remain- 
ing, for that time at leaſt, in Jamaica, on 
pretences very different from the real reafon,. 
which was to guard againſt the diſcovery of 
his villany, that muſt enſue, if he took; - 


Serena 10 England. 
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| It was in her charming reſidence, within : 
four miles of Kingſton, that the Count de 
5 Melanville, whom ſome family affairs had 
8 induced to viſit Jamaica, frequently viſited, 

ard learned to admire the beautiful but un- 
fortunate Serena. It was there, too, that 
ke twice met with Sir Piercy Delville, whoſe 
ſhip took the Jamaica ſtation about a fort- 
night before he returned to Europe, accom- 
panied by Mr. elamain, whom buſineſs 
obliged, much againft his inclination, to 
viſit England, whither, for obvious reaſons, 
he would not permit Serena to accompany 


him. 


During the firſt three months of her ſup- 
poſed huſband's abſence, Sir Piercy was the 
frequent viſiter of his lovely countrywoman, 

at the villa near . Kingſton; but after that 
* g ä time 
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time he almoſt entirely diſcontinued going 


to her houſe, from a diſcovery he made, that 


his heart was not proof againſt her beauty, 


her ſweetneſs, and, above all, the faſcinating 


charm of her artleſs friendſhip for himſelf. 


mae fourth month of Mr. Delamain's ab- 
ſence had nearly elapſed, when Serena, who 
was always anxious for letters by every op- 
portunity from England, was delighted to 
receive a packet from an Officer of a man of 
war, juſt come into Kingſton Roads; but 
her joy was converted into aſtoniſhment and 


horror, as ſhe read the following. lines. — 


Not from any conſideration of my own 
violated rights, for they may ſlumber in | 
peace, but to ſerve a being whom 1 look © 


L 4 pen, 


4 
| upon as every way my ſuperior, I addreſs the 
much- injured Serena, to inform her of the 
baſeneſs of him whom ſhe has truſted, At 
the time when you received the plighted 
vows of Henry Delamain, you imagined you 
had ſecured: your own felicity, and that of 
a deſerving lover! But the unworthy Dela- 
"main well knew that upwards of five years 
before, he had Jed to the altar a girl as inno- 
: cent as yourſeif; and he alſo knew (for he 
parted with her only two days before he 


ſailed for Jamaica) that his wife was living. 


- _ He now endeavours to procure a divorce 


from her, but he will find ſuch a meaſure - 
zmpracticable. Dpware, then, how you are 
again betrayed by his 1nfi dious arts ! Cul- 


\ould not have dared to 


pable mylelf, I 
arraign another buf in the cauſe of injured 


innocence! I ae you not to take any thing 
on 


YO 
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en truſt | Freely employ the encloſed; and 
come to England ! Surpriſe Delamain, and 
be convinced of the truth of ED | 

* HONORA,” 


Thaj,this letter (which covered bills for 
two hundred pounds) was written by the 
real wife of Delamain, will ſcarcely be: 
doubted. Honora had, in fact, in her 
Vorkſhire retirement, heard of the Whole 
conduct of Mr. Delamain during his ab- 
ſence from England; and as Oſborne, from 
whom ſhe procured the intelligence, Was 
well known to Lieutenant Hennington (now: 
in the Eaſt Indies), the, reſolved to ſave: 
Serena fro: m yet deeper deſtruction, by wris. | 
| ting to her in the manner: we have ſeen 5— 
aud ea the lame day ſhe diſpatched another | 


„ kette 
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letter to Mr. Delamain, who, ſhe found 
from Oſborne, was ſuing for a divorce from 
herſelf. It was brief, but comprehenſive, 


and ran i — 


TO HENRY DELAMAIN, ESQ. 
Skgpton. 


8 Mr. "PIR Haas Whilſt you 
ſeek to cover others with infamy, you may 
chance to unveil your own ! Relinquilh at 
once your preſent plan, and your paſt of- 
- fences ! You cannot prove me more guilly 
than the world knows I am but my 
infant daughter ult not be diſgraced |— 

- Purſue your N defign of obtaining a 
| divorce from me, and I ſwear, by eveiy 
thing ſagred, that the whole infamous aifur 

7 £4 6 erena Hennington ſhall be Dlazoned to 
| = | : | the 
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the world! By one perſon at leaſt your baſe- 


neſs towards her ſhall be detected. Adieu, 


and remember my admonitions when you 
next behold the ſignature of ES 
c HoN ORA.“ 


After the receipt of Mrs. Delamain's 
letter, Serena took the firſt opportunity. of 


epairing to England; and immediately on 


her arrival, haſtened to the apartments of | 


N +Delamain in London. It was evening, 


and e was not at home; but ſhe defired to 


await his return in the dining- room. Mr. 


Delamain's valet, who knew Serena, hap- 


pened not to be within; and his other ſer- 


vant, to whom ſhe was a total ſtranger, 
flared, ſmiled, and conducted her up fai. 
The mind of Serena was too much occu- 3 
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pied by the ſtrangeneſs of her deſtiny, to 
obſerve the ſneer of the man. who admitted 
Her into what ſhe fondly hoped would prove 
her own houſe ; and finding a good fire (tor 
it was yet cold in\ the evenings), ſhe fat 


down near it, after giving a negative to the 


ſervant's enquiry, if he ſhould bring candles. 
At was not yet quite dark, but that com- 
. {ortleſs fort of light which only ſerves to 
[7 make every object look gloomy. In ain 
Serena tried to animate the fire to a checr- 
ful blaze, that ſhould diſpel the ſullen duſki- 


- neſs of the large chamber in which  - was 


* 


1 fitting ; and abandoning her efforts, ſhe 
| 8 to walk about, merely becauſe her 


| | E -Impatience would not ſuffer her to remain 
|S Tquict, On a table lay Delamain's flute, 
Which ſhe took up. In Jamaica ſhe had 
. ſometimes ſportively attempted to blow it, 
T and 


/ 


A 


KI . : 
and Delamain had taught her to play two or 
three ſimple airs: one of thele was mourn- 

fully tender, and ſhe put the inſtrument to 

her lips, with a deſign of expreſſing the notes; 
but the very firſt that ſhe ſounded made her | 
relinquiſh the flute, and burſt into tears. 

A thouſand fond ideas crowded to her fancy, 

and repreſented the time when no cruel 

diſtruſt of Delamain's honour clouded the 
ſweet expectation of ſeeing bim, and ſhe now 

wept almoſt to agony. | . 

It was at this moment that the well-known 
ſound of his footſteps, as he aſcended the 
ſtaircaſe, {truck her ears; and forgetting 
every thing but the impulſe of that affection 
which made her heart {ring towards him, 
ſhe flew to the ſtair-head, where ke caught,” : 
ber in his arms. F or a few minutes aſto⸗ 
dingen 
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niſhment almoſt ſuſpended the faculties of 


Mr. Delamain; but his was not a mind 


a 


long to permit ſuch a ſentiment to deprive 
him of his powers of diſſimulation; and re- 
collecting the concluding menace of Ho- 
nora's epiſtle, which he had before not 
11ghtly c omprehendged, he formed an imme- 
diate reſolution how to act. The ſurpriſe, 


which was at firſt real, now became coun- 


terfeited; and he, twenty times in a minute, 
conjured Serena to tell him the cauſe of er 


' ſudden voyage. 


Serena, whoſe heart now palpitated be- 


tween hope and fear, put the letter, which 


bad brought her from her home, into his 


hands, and faintly begged he would read it; 
but Delamain, whoſe quick eye diſcovered, 
with a glance, the hand-writing of his wife 


98 . ; 8 On 


8 
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on the ſuperſcription, would not be prevailed 


on to open it, till he had ſeated his lovely 
Serena near the fire; and placing himſelf 
beſide her, amidft a thouſand little endear- 
ments, important and impreſſive only to the 
keart which fondly loves, he began to peruſe 
the lines. Serena watched his counteriince 
with trembling eagerneſs till he had con- 
ciuced, when he turned his eyes on her; and 
the firſt frown that ſhe had ever ſcen on the 
countenance of her adored Henry, was di- 


rected towards her. 


The triumph of deception was, in a ſhort 
time, completed. At one moment Mr. 


Delamain affected to reproach Serena for the 


want of confidence in his honour, which : g 
could alone give to ſuch inſinuations the 
power to diſturb her repoſe : the next, he | A 

. vehemently MM 


3 
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vehemently thanked her for the tender ſoli- 
citude which would not permit her to leave 
his juſtification doubtful a moment longer 


than was neceſſary. 


In few words, the artleſs credulity of 


: Serena was no match for the practiſed dupli- 


city of Delamain. She was impoſed on by 
a feigned tale (the courage of the moment 


3 in the prolific brain of the ſeducer), to ac- 


count for the enmity that hid dictated 


4 Honora's letter; and it was not till the re- 
turn of her brother from the Eaſt Indies, 
five months after her re-union with Mr. 
Delamain, that the unfortunate Serena dif 
covered the double vileneſs of her betrayer, 
| aye the treachery to which ſhe had been a. 


It 
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It is probable that the. ame hour which 
diſcloſed to the gallant George Hennington 


the infamy of his quondam friend, and the 
injuries of his ſiſter, would have terminated 


the exiſtence of her injurer; but a wound, 
which he had received two years before, in- 
capacitated him from drawing a ſword, or 
handling a piſtol. His right ſhoulder had 
been dreadfully ſnattered, and he had been 
wounded in the fide, The former obliged 


him to wear his arm conflantly in a ſling, - 
and the latter was faſt aiding a pul- 


monary complaint, to conduct him to a 


premature grave. But the ſorrows of his 


beloved ſiſter, for whom he felt an affection 


almoſt paternal, contributed more than . 


either to produce, within a few weeks after 


his return to Europe, the death of this ami- 


able and unfortunate young man. 


6 5 expired, 
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expired, bequeathing his ſiſter to the care of 
the noble friend of his adverſity, Sir Piercy 


Delville, who, by accident, diſcovered his 
abode, three days before that which rendered 
Serena deſtitute of any other protection. 


END of VOL. 1. 
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